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A Place at the Table for All 
 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,  
the traditional custodians of this land. 

 

Nineteenth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

8 & 9 August 2026 (Year A) 
 
                                             

The Pull 
Two years ago, quite by accident, I came across a song by Joel Ansett. One line stayed with me: "The moon pulls on the 
ocean, the wind pulls on the trees, but the greatest pull of all is the way you pull on me." Ever since, that image of the 
pull has quietly lingered somewhere in my heart. 
 

As I prayed with this Sunday's readings, that lyric returned. It struck me that perhaps this is one of the most beautiful 
ways of describing how God works. God does not coerce or overwhelm us. He draws us with a love gentle enough to 
leave us free. 
 

Both Elijah and Peter discover that truth, though in very different ways. Elijah has just experienced the greatest victory of 
his ministry. Fire has fallen from heaven, and the prophets of Baal have been defeated. Yet almost immediately, 
everything collapses. He flees into the wilderness, exhausted, frightened, ready to give up. Sometimes, at least in my 
experience, the deepest weariness comes not after failure but after success, when the adrenaline fades and we finally 
feel the cost of everything we have been carrying. 
 

Notice how God meets him. Not first with answers or visions, but with food, water and rest. Only then does Elijah journey 
to Horeb, expecting to encounter God as Moses once did, in wind, earthquake and fire. But Elijah has spent his whole 
ministry proving God through spectacle, and God meets him by refusing every category he has come to rely on. Not in 
the wind. Not in the earthquake. Not in the fire. It is almost as if God is gently dismantling the version of himself Elijah 
has been using, so that something truer can be heard underneath. Instead, God comes in what Scripture calls a "still, 
small voice," or, more beautifully, "the sound of sheer silence." Sometimes the pull of God is not only an invitation into 
comfort. It is an invitation out of the noise we ourselves have built, even noise built in God's name. 
 

And God does not leave Elijah in the cave.  The cave becomes strangely comfortable. We all have caves, places of 
disappointment, grief, exhaustion or even success where we quietly decide we have had enough. Yet the God who gently 
draws Elijah into silence is the same God who gently draws him out again. The whisper was never meant to end in retreat. 
It was meant to restore him for love. It draws us out of exhaustion, but toward something, and often toward the humbling 
truth that we were never meant to carry it alone. 
 

Peter experiences that same pull on the stormy sea. He steps out of the boat toward Jesus, but fear overtakes him and 
he begins to sink. Jesus does not say Peter has no faith. He says little faith, the same gentle phrase he uses for those 
who are trying and still afraid. Peter is not rescued despite his faith. He is rescued in the middle of it, still reaching. Jesus 
does not wait for that faith to grow stronger. He stretches out his hand immediately. The correction comes after the 
rescue, not before it. Grace always arrives before the lesson. 
 

"The moon pulls the ocean. The wind pulls the trees." Beneath every visible force that shapes our lives is another pull, 
quieter than them all, patient and persistent, drawing us not only out of what exhausts us, but toward the mission, and 
the people, we were never meant to carry alone. When Christ pulls us, like he did with Peter, he pulls us to his side, into 
his heart that was broken and open in love for us. May we find time this week to listen for that same gentle pull, the 
patient love beating within the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
              Fr B. 

Important Dates 
Saturday 8 August 10am Mass OLOL (St Mary of the Cross)  
Friday 14 and 
Saturday 15 August  

Masses at St Patrick Cathedral at 5.30pm 
Friday and 7am Saturday Mass for the 
Feast of the Assumption    

2-9 August – National Vocations Awareness Week 

mailto:stanthonysparish@twb.catholic.org.au
http://www.stanthonysparish.com.au/


News 
Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop: Bishop Ken Howell will be celebrating a Mass on the Feast Day of St 

Mary of the Cross MacKillop at 10am on Saturday, 8 August at Our Lady of Lourdes. Parishioners of St 
Anthony’s are warmly invited to attend.   

 

Feast of The Assumption: Masses for the Feast of the Assumption (a Holy Day of Obligation) will be celebrated at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral at 5.30pm on Friday 14 August and 7am on Saturday 15 August.  

 

How Vigil Masses are Determined: We might have noticed that the Vigil Mass dates can sometimes seem a little 
confusing. Here is a simple explanation of how they are determined. A Vigil Mass is celebrated on the 
evening before a Sunday or a major feast day. It uses the same readings and prayers as the Sunday or feast 
that follows. For this reason, the Saturday evening Vigil belongs to the Sunday that follows, rather than being 
counted according to the Saturday date. For example: if the 1st of the month falls on a Sunday, the Saturday 
evening before it is considered part of the first weekend of the month. Therefore, that Saturday Vigil is the 1st 
Weekend Vigil, even though the Saturday itself falls in the previous month. We hope this helps to explain why 
some Vigil Mass dates may appear different from what you might expect when simply counting Saturdays. 
The Sunday determines which weekend the Vigil Mass belongs to.  

 

Nominations to the Parish Pastoral Council: St Anthony’s will shortly begin the discernment process for the 
 selection of new members for the Parish Pastoral Council. If you would like to nominate someone or are 
interested in becoming a council member, nomination forms will be available in the Church foyer from next 
weekend. Further information  about the important role of Parish Pastoral Councils can be found here:  

 https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/our-diocese/pastoral-councils-support/  
 

God’s Word 2027: Pre-orders are now open for the 2027 edition of God’s Word. Stock sells out quickly each year, 
 so to avoid missing out, please write your name on the order form in the church foyer. The book is due to 
 arrive in September and the cost will be approximately $22.  
 

Craft Enthusiasts with unused material: The Dignity Group has been working busily every Tuesday morning in the    
   Hall with a group of women from a refugee background. This is a social group for women who would like to 
 meet others and to give back to the community. We have been sewing bags for "care packs" for those who 
 are homeless and/or fleeing domestic violence. Additionally, the women have begun making quilts which 
 are especially welcome on these cold nights. They have donated to St Vincent de Paul and Winter Shelter so 
 far. If anyone has unused material at home which you would like to donate, we would be very grateful to 
 receive it and it will be put to good use. As always, the Dignity Project wishes to thank the parishioners of St 
 Anthony's for your ongoing care and support. 

 Parish Prayer List  
We pray for those who have died recently: -- 
for the anniversaries of loved ones: Patricia Joyner, Robert Angus Moncrieff, Errol Pingel, Dudley d’Aranjo;  
and for the deceased priests of the Diocese:  Fr Peter Schultz, Fr Mark Cosgrove, Fr John Ryan, Fr Patrick Kelly,    
                Fr Charles McDonald, Msgr Patrick Doyle, Fr Bryan Nolan, Msgr Stanley Skehan;  
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,    
                Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline Gray,  
                Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Gloria McKechnie, Margaret Pegler,      
                Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, Val Schick, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey, Vera Toohey, Martin Yong;              
and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Robbie and Wendy Bailey, Marilyn Bell, Brian 

Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant, Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley Davies, Roslyn 
Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay, Mary Gleeson, Karen 
Graham, Barbara Haak, Gabby Hanlon, Neville Harris, Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson, 
Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie, Roz Martin, Jan Masters, 
Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy, Peter Nolan, Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul 
Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick, Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth 
Volter, Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  

For parishioners with birthdays in August: Gordon Roche, Kevin Harris, Pam Hahn, Chris Bailey, Adam Titlbach, Lonnie 
Hogan, Brett Rangiira, Mafe Remigio, Kelly Titlbach, Sandra Neale, Patricia Harris, Tim Fitzgerald, Len O’Rourke. 

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 
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Play for Purpose: The new Play for Purpose raffle is now open with an exciting 

$350,000 First Prize Pack, which includes a Lexus RX 450h+, 
$175,000 worth of Gold Bullion, and more than $36,000 in shopping 
vouchers. Funds raised support the restoration of St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. Ticket prices start from $10 and can be purchased at 
https://www.playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese  

 

New Mass Times: A reminder to please pick up a copy of the new Mass times from the basket in the foyer.  
 

National Vocations Week: To donate to the Holy Spirit Seminary Appeal, please pick up an envelope from the 
 church foyer. 
 

Social Justice Thought for the Week 
National Homeless Week 
 

O God, Source of all Life,  
you created earth as our home  
and us in your image, out of love. 
Set our hearts astir with that same love,  
that we might build a culture of encounter  
and systems that justly serve  
those living in homelessness  
and mental ill-health.  
 

Jesus our Brother,  
you noticed those living on the edge, 
listened, healed and served them, out of love.  
Move us from our embarrassment or discomfort  
by those who show us your suffering face.  

Instead, may we be taught by them,  
offer our loving friendship  
and share your good news together.  
 

Holy Spirit, Source of all Hope,  
you inspire our relationships  
with transforming power, out of love.  
Deepen our vision and enlarge our hearts  
so that the fear and isolation  
of homelessness and mental ill-health  
may be countered by love’s warmth and certainty,  
that we might walk together as pilgrims of hope.  
Amen 
 

Prayer from the Australian Catholic Bishops 
website 

 

With thanks to those generous St Anthony’s parishioners who supported this year’s Winter Shelter. 
‘As long as you did it for the least of these you did it for me.’  Matt 25:40 

 

Reminders  
Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday.  
 

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday.  
 

Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
 

Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except December and January), 10am in the Community Centre 
  

Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
 

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December).  
 

St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  

All rights reserved. 

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone 
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about 

the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, 
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or 
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office 

(1800 337 928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Mass Schedule, 9-16 August 2026 
Date Readings 

 
Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 9 August  
Nineteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Isaiah 55:1-3 
Second Reading – Romans 8:35, 37-
39 
Gospel – Matthew 14:13-21  
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

Monday 10 August 
St Lawrence 

  PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 

Tuesday 11 August  
St Clare 

  
 

 
 

Wednesday 12 August 
 

First Reading – Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22 
Gospel – Matthew 18:15-20 

9.15am 
 

Mass  
 

Thursday 13 August   
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 11AM-
1PM FOR STAFF TRAINING  

Friday 14 August 
St Maximilian Mary 
Kolbe  

First Reading – Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63 
Gospel – Matthew 19:3-12 

9.15am 
 

5.30pm 

Mass  
 
Vigil Mass, St Patrick’s 
Cathedral 

Saturday 15 August  
The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  

  7.00am 
 
 

5.00pm 

Mass, St Patrick’s Cathedral 
 
4.15pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass  

Sunday 16 August 
Twentieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Second Reading – Romans 11:13-15, 
29-32 
Gospel – Matthew 15:21-28 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

 

Mass Roster, 15 & 16 August (Week 3 Roster)  
Role 5pm Vigil 

 
8.15am Sunday Mass 

 
Mass Co-ordinators  Michael and Mary O’Brien Sandra Neale 
Welcomers Celia Warr, Denise Hopwood Denis and Marie McAleer 
Music Anne-Maree Spalding and Choir Tom Hodson and Choir 
AV Operator   Harlon Fernando  
   
Altar Server Damian Wyllie Martin Tek  
Readers Celia Warr, Jenn Stephens Sandra Neale, Toby Gabuogi 
Prayers of the Faithful Marg Wyllie Monica Gundry 
Offertory Peter and Jan Boyce Gail and Brendan Johnson 
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Trevor Wyllie 

Chalice: Mary O’Brien, Carol Lovell 
Ciborium: Catherine McAleer 
Chalice: Brenda Thomas, Gail Johnson  

Collectors Peter Boyce, Trevor Wyllie  
Money Counters 
This week (9 August) 
 
Next week (16 August) 
 

 
Kathy Reedy, Tom Kelly  
 
Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom  

Collections, 2 August:  
                                       Planned Giving        $ 250.00 
                                                Loose        $ 755.25 
                                Tap to Donate        $ 195.00 
           

Ozcare (10:30am) 14 August – Celia Warr  
 

21 August – Jenn Stephens  



 


