
ST ANTHONY’S PARISH NEWSLETTER 
stanthonysparish@twb.catholic.org.au      

www.stanthonysparish.com.au  
Priest Director: Fr Bony Abraham  

(07) 4636 1737 
A Place at the Table for All 
 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,  
the traditional custodians of this land. 

 
                                             

Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross 
 

The first celebration of the Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross, as the Diocese of Toowoomba has chosen to refer 
to it, took place on 1 September 1999.  
 

A day of solemnity across the Diocese, the date is significant to our Diocese for many reasons.  It is the anniversary 
of the taking possession of the Cathedral by our first bishop, James Byrne. It is also eight days before the Feast of 
the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary and therefore would create an octave. It is also the first day of Spring, and no 
other feast is celebrated in Australia on this day.  
 
The title of Mary of the Southern Cross is one that 
acknowledges that God has ever been watching over 
this Great Southern Land of the Holy Spirit. The 
Southern Cross, a sign of hope, has hung in our sky 
since before any person walked this ancient land. 
Mary was one of the few who stood before the Cross 
of Christ and is therefore well qualified to be 
honoured with the title of Mary of the Southern Cross.  
 

As a rural diocese the night sky dazzles with a 
spectacular view of the stars making the use of the 
Southern Cross even more appropriate. The Southern 
Cross is also a pointer of direction just as Mary was a 
pointer to her Son, the Way, at Cana.  May we who live 
beneath the light of the Southern Cross, also learn to 
stand with Mary beneath the Cross of self-giving and 
service. 
 

A painting was commissioned by competition to find 
a suitable image of Diocesan Patron, Mary of the 
Southern Cross and was sponsored by the Knights of 
the Southern Cross. Artist Jan Williamson won the 
competition. 
 

Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Ken Howell at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral at 10am on Tuesday 1 
September. All welcome. 
 

Twenty-Second Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

29 & 30 August 2026 (Year A) 

Important Dates 
Saturday 29 and 
Sunday 30 August 

Multicultural Mass and Social 
Justice Sunday 
3.30pm Choir Practice  

mailto:stanthonysparish@twb.catholic.org.au
http://www.stanthonysparish.com.au/
http://www.janwilliamson.com.au/


 

News 
 

New Mass times: A reminder that Mass times at St Anthony’s and Our Lady of  
Lourdes are changing from the weekend of 5/6 September. From Saturday 
5 September, the Vigil at St Anthony’s will take place at 5.30pm (instead of 
5.15pm). The weekly Sunday morning Mass at St Anthony’s will henceforth 
commence at 8am (instead of 8.15am). Calendars for your fridge are still 
available in the foyer. Thank you for your support and understanding during 
this time of transition.  
 

Soup night: To celebrate the new shared Mass times and help everyone get to know  
each other, Our Lady of Lourdes would like to welcome St Anthony’s 
parishioners with a Soup Night on Saturday 12 September. The dinner will 
take place at Our Lady of Lourdes after the 5.30pm Mass. Food provided, all 
welcome! 

 

A Helping Hand to Mass: Would you be happy to volunteer to pick up a parishioner who lives close to the church 
and bring them to mass? If you are able to help, please contact the parish office. Your kindness could make 
it possible for someone to join our parish community each week. 

 

Volunteers Urgently Needed: We need your help! Volunteers are urgently needed to operate the PowerPoint during 
Mass. No experience necessary – just a willingness to click a button at the right time! Training will be 
provided. Even helping once a month would make a big difference. Please contact the parish office if you are 
happy to help.   

 

Nominations to the Parish Pastoral Council: St Anthony’s will shortly begin the discernment process for the 
 selection of new members for the Parish Pastoral Council. If you would like to nominate someone or are  

interested in becoming a council member, nomination forms are still available in the Church foyer. 
Nominations have been extended until Sunday 6 September.  

 

 

 Parish Prayer List  
 

We pray for those who have died recently: Geraldine (Fay) Foster, Katie Louise Kimber; 
for the anniversaries of loved ones: Rose Cran, Thomas Nolan, Joan Myers; 
and for the deceased priests of the Diocese:  Fr Peter Schultz, Fr Mark Cosgrove, Fr John Ryan, Fr Patrick Kelly,    
                Fr Charles McDonald, Msgr Patrick Doyle, Fr Bryan Nolan, Msgr Stanley Skehan;  
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford, 

Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Leonie Cusack, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, 
Madeline Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Gloria McKechnie, Tom 
Nolan, Margaret Pegler, Alvia Rogers, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, Val Schick, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, 
David Toohey, Vera Toohey, Martin Yong;              

and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Robbie and Wendy Bailey, Marilyn Bell, B aby 
Tommy Bryant, Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley Davies, Roslyn Day, Marc 
Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay, Mary Gleeson, Karen 
Graham, Barbara Haak, Gabby Hanlon, Neville Harris, Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson, 
Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie, Roz Martin, Jan Masters, 
Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy, Peter Nolan, Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, 
Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick, Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis 
and Ruth Volter, Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  

For parishioners with birthdays in August: Gordon Roche, Kevin Harris, Pam Hahn, Chris Bailey, Adam Titlbach, 
Lonnie Hogan, Brett Rangiira, Mafe Remigio, Kelly Titlbach, Sandra Neale, Patricia Harris, Tim Fitzgerald, 
Len O’Rourke. 

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 
 



Our Lady of Lourdes 75th Jubilee: A special Mass to celebrate the 75th Jubilee of Our Lady of Lourdes will take place  
at 9.45am on Sunday 8 November. Mass will be followed by a light lunch and family activities including a 
jumping castle and live music. All welcome: please pick up a flyer in the foyer for further details.  

 

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal: Our retired priests have given their lives in faithful service - supporting our  
communities, celebrating the sacraments, and being present in times of joy and sorrow. In retirement, many 
rely on the Priests’ Retirement Foundation for essential care, including accommodation, healthcare, and 
daily living support. We ask you to keep our retired priests in your prayers during this appeal. If you would 
like to learn more or offer your support, please visit: https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/ways-to-give-prf/ 
 

Catholic Earthcare Season of Creation Gathering 2026:  
Caritas Australia and Catholic Religious Australia 
warmly invite you to participate in the Catholic 
Earthcare Season of Creation Gathering 2026: 
Listen, Reflect, Act, a national online event on 3–4 
September 2026. The Gathering offers inspiring 
keynote presentations and practical workshops to 
help participants deepen their faith and respond to 
the call to care for our common home. Parishioners 
can register individually for $20. Learn more and 
register: www.caritas.org.au/soc-gathering  

 

Social Justice Thought for the Week 
Social Justice Sunday in Australia is observed on the last Sunday of August, and in 2026 it falls on 30 August. It is 
marked by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference through the release of an annual Social Justice Statement 
addressing key social, economic, and ecological issues. 
The Statement for this Sunday is entitled ‘Living the Gospel in Times of Social Division’.  The Catholic bishops of 
Australia encourage all parishes to mark Social Justice Sunday by reflecting on the statement and considering what 
it means to build a cohesive society based on the values of the Gospel. One of the suggested actions of the 
Statement calls us to develop opportunities of encounter with those whom we do not usually include in our social 
circles. This week the regular Abrahamic Group gathering is being held in the local Mosque. Why not step out of 
your comfort zone and join in the gathering this Wednesday at 5.45pm for discussion and a meal. (See the notice 
board for details.)  
 

Reminders  
Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday.  
Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday.  
Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except December and January), 10am in the Community Centre. 
Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December).  
St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 
 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  

All rights reserved. 
 

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone 
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about 

the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, 
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or 
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office 

(1800 337 928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
 
 
 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Mass Schedule, 30 August – 6 September 2026  
(please note new Mass times from Saturday 5 September) 

Date Readings 
 

Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 30 August  
Twenty-Second Sunday 
in Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Jeremiah 20:7-9 
Second Reading – Romans 12:1-2 
Gospel – Matthew 16:21-27 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass (Multicultural Mass 
and Social Justice Sunday) 
Morning tea after Mass 
3.30pm Choir Practice 
 

Monday 31 August 
 

  PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 
 

Tuesday 1 September  
 

  
 

 

Wednesday 2 September 
 

First Reading – 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Gospel – Luke 4:38-44 

9.15am 
 

Mass  
 

Thursday 3 September  
St Gregory the Great 
 

  
 

 

Friday 4 September  
 

First Reading – 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
Gospel – Luke 5:33-39 

9.15am 
 

Mass  
11.30am Requiem Mass for 
Geraldine (Fay) Foster 

Saturday 5 September 
 

   
5.30pm 

 
Vigil Mass (Multicultural Mass) 
 

Sunday 6 September  
Twenty-Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Ezekiel 33:7-9 
Second Reading – Romans 13:8-10 
Gospel – Matthew 18:15-20 
 

8.00am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

 

Mass Roster, 6 & 7 September (Week 1 Roster)  
 

Role 5.30pm Vigil 
 

8am Sunday Mass 

Mass Co-ordinators  Celia Warr, Lloyd Bailey Sr Maria & School representative 
Welcomers Carol Lovell, Denise Hopwood School representatives 
AV Operator   Ed Briffa Mark Copland 
Altar Server Damian Wyllie Martin Tek 
Readers Cherene Brandt, Carol Lovell School representatives 
Prayers of the Faithful Gill Brandt 
Offertory Jenn Stephens, Margaret Bowe 
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Marg Wyllie 

Chalice: Trevor Wyllie, Celia Warr 
Ciborium:  School representatives 
Chalice: Sr Maria, Jan Barsby 

Collectors Michael and Mary O’Brien  Tony Meldon, Laurence Kilroy 
Ozcare 4 September – Judy 8 September – Tim 
Money Counters 
This week (30 August) 
 
Next week (6 September) 

 
Parish Office  
 
Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom 

Collections, 23 August:  
                                       Planned Giving        $ 345.00 
                                                Loose        $ 799.65 
                                Tap to Donate        $ 210.00 
           Laurie Reedy Collection        $ 368.75 

 


