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A Place at the Table for All 
 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,  
the traditional custodians of this land. 

 
                                             

The Retort of the Poor 
 

This is, quite literally, a reflection from on high. As I write, I am crossing this Great South Land of the Holy Spirit, 30,000 
feet above the ground, on my way to India. And, if I am honest, even at the middle age, I feel as excited as a Kindergarten 
boy waiting for the final bell. I am going to see my mother. 
 

Her name is Clara. She is five foot one, so you can stop wondering where I got my height from. She has always been 
modest and unassuming, with very little interest in fashion. She never had formal employment. Her small income came 
from raising chickens and ducks and making coir. She raised three children, although God had mercy on her and saved 
her one by calling him to be a priest! 
 

Like many women of her generation, Mum lived mostly in the shadow of my father. Yet, as I have grown older, I have 
come to recognise the remarkable woman behind that quiet and gentle appearance. She is determined, resilient and 
deeply prayerful. She is also a skilled negotiator and diplomat, qualities I did not fully appreciate when I was younger. 
Life has demanded much from her. She suffered a stroke on the eve of moving into the dream home she and Dad had 
built. Fifteen years of living with Parkinson’s followed. Then came Dad’s death, knee surgery, her children living far away 
and long periods of isolation. 
 

Occasionally, I write about Mum, not because I want to canonise her or pretend that she is perfect, but because, in 
retrospect, I have developed such deep respect for her as a woman. Perhaps this is why I found myself thinking of her 
while praying with this Sunday’s Gospel. The Canaanite woman comes to Jesus pleading for her daughter. At first, Jesus 
is silent. The disciples want her sent away. When he finally speaks, his answer appears to close the door on her. Yet she 
refuses to leave. She takes the very image that seems to exclude her and finds within it an opening for mercy: “Even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
 

Her faith is great not because she quietly waits for a better answer. It is great because she refuses to let a painful answer 
become the final word. She does not walk away from Jesus, nor does she give up on her daughter. She stays in the 
relationship. She negotiates, while continuing to trust. 
 

I do not remember Mum arguing with God in this way. But I have watched her do something similar through the long, 
ordinary struggles of life. She kept adapting, praying and finding a way forward. She negotiated with illness, loss and 
loneliness without letting go of God’s hand. Meek on the outside, but immovable underneath. 
 

There are many women like this among us. They do not consider themselves heroic. They simply keep going, loving, 
praying, advocating and holding families together in ways that often remain unnoticed. 
 

This week, I invite you to remember your own Clara: your mother, grandmother, mother figure, sister, friend or another 
strong woman who shaped your life; someone who continued to trust God without becoming passive and someone who 
negotiated life’s difficulties without giving up.  I am just about to walk through the door and give, someone like that, a 
warm tender grateful kiss.            Fr B. 

Twentieth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

15 & 16 August 2026 (Year A) 

Important Dates 
Friday 14 and 
Saturday 15 August  

Feast of the Assumption.  
Masses at St Patrick Cathedral at 
5.30pm Friday and 7am Saturday.   

Tuesday 18 August 10am Friendship Group  
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News 
 

New Mass Times: A reminder to please pick up a copy of the new Mass times from the basket in the foyer.  
 

Nominations to the Parish Pastoral Council: St Anthony’s will shortly begin the discernment process for the 
 selection of new members for the Parish Pastoral Council. If you would like to nominate someone or are 
interested in becoming a council member, nomination forms are now available in the Church foyer. Further 
information about the important role of Parish Pastoral Councils can be found here:  

 https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/our-diocese/pastoral-councils-support/  
 
Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal: Our retired priests have given their lives in faithful service - supporting our 

communities, celebrating the sacraments, and being present in times of joy and sorrow. In retirement, many 
rely on the Priests’ Retirement Foundation for essential care, including accommodation, healthcare, and 
daily living support. We ask you to keep our retired priests in your prayers during this appeal. If you would 
like to learn more or offer your support, please visit: https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/ways-to-give-prf/  

 

 

 Parish Prayer List  
We pray for those who have died recently: -- 
for the anniversaries of loved ones: Riccardo Springolo, Patricia Joyner, Eric Pingel, Dudley d’Aranjo;  
and for the deceased priests of the Diocese:  Fr Peter Schultz, Fr Mark Cosgrove, Fr John Ryan, Fr Patrick Kelly,    
                Fr Charles McDonald, Msgr Patrick Doyle, Fr Bryan Nolan, Msgr Stanley Skehan;  
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,    
                Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline Gray,  
                Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Gloria McKechnie, Margaret Pegler,      
                Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, Val Schick, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey, Vera Toohey, Martin Yong;              
and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Robbie and Wendy Bailey, Marilyn Bell, Brian 

Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant, Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley Davies, 
Roslyn Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay, Mary 
Gleeson, Karen Graham, Barbara Haak, Gabby Hanlon, Neville Harris, Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann 
Johnson, Kye Johnson, Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie, 
Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy, Peter Nolan, Neil 
O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick, Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil 
Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter, Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  

For parishioners with birthdays in August: Gordon Roche, Kevin Harris, Pam Hahn, Chris Bailey, Adam Titlbach, 
Lonnie Hogan, Brett Rangiira, Mafe Remigio, Kelly Titlbach, Sandra Neale, Patricia Harris, Tim Fitzgerald, 
Len O’Rourke. 

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 
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Toowoomba Trails St Patrick’s Cathedral Tour: St Patrick's Cathedral has dominated the skyline for almost 140  
years as a fine example of a Victorian Gothic Church, a place of worship since its consecration on March 17 
1889. The building has a myriad of stories to tell if you listen carefully: stories not only of the building and 
precinct themselves, but also of the growth and development of Toowoomba and the Darling Downs. A tour 
of the Cathedral Precinct will take place at 1.30pm-3.00pm on Saturday 26 September. Tickets cost $28.50 
and can be purchased at https://www.toowoombatrails.com.au/event-rsvp/cathedral-precinct-tour/ or at 
Toowoomba Trails on 0413 724 846. 

 

Fr Bony’s Annual Leave: Fr Bony is taking a well-deserved break over the next few weeks. He will be taking time 
to visit his family and will return for the weekend of the 5th/6th September. We thank Fr BJ and Fr Cronin 
for filling in while Fr Bony is away. 

 

Social Justice Thought for the Week 
 

St Anthony’s parishioners generously supported two Friday night Winter Shelter 
evenings this year, hosted at St Theresa’s and at St Thomas More’s parishes. The 
highlight of the night was the gathering around the common table, where there is a 
place at the table for all for a shared meal – delicious, hearty meals, soups and 
crusty bread, main courses and desserts – and even though most hosts and guests 
had second courses, there was always plenty left over! There was conversation and 
laughter, shared stories, and even a singalong with the guitar after dinner!  Being 
involved in Winter Shelter is always a highlight because it creates a space for 
hospitality, goodwill and friendship, and makes our churches warm places of 
welcome on cold winter nights.   
 

Reminders  
 

Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday.  
 

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday.  
 

Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
 

Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except December and January), 10am in the Community Centre. 
  

Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
 

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December).  
 

St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 
 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  

All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone 
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about 

the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, 
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or 
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office 

(1800 337 928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 
***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 

 
 
 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Mass Schedule, 16-23 August 2026 
 

Date Readings 
 

Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 16 August  
Twentieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Second Reading – Romans 11:13-15, 
29-32 
Gospel – Matthew 15:21-28 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

Monday 17 August 
 

  PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 
 

Tuesday 18 August  
 

  
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 9AM-
12PM 
10am Friendship Group  
5.30pm Music planning meeting 
 

Wednesday 19 August 
 

First Reading – Ezekiel 34:1-11 
Gospel – Matthew 20:1-16 

 
9.15am 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 12-2PM 
Mass  

Thursday 20 August 
St Bernard  

  
 

 

Friday 21 August 
St Pius X 
 

First Reading – Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Gospel – Matthew 22:34-40 

9.15am 
 
 

Mass  
 
 

Saturday 22 August  
The Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  
 

   
5.00pm 

4.15pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass  
Laurie Reedy Fund Collection  

Sunday 23 August 
Twenty-First Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Isaiah 22:19-23 
Second Reading – Romans 11:33-36 
Gospel – Matthew 16:13-20 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
Laurie Reedy Fund Collection 

 

Mass Roster, 22 & 23 August (Week 4 Roster)  
 

Role 5pm Vigil 
 

8.15am Sunday Mass 
 

Mass Co-ordinators  Celia Warr Jan Burchardt 
Welcomers Michael and Mary O’Brien Jan Barsby  
AV Operator   Kathy Reedy  
Altar Server Harlon Fernando Martin Tek 
Readers Terese Hanna, Karen Springolo Mark Copland 
Prayers of the Faithful Regina Ryan  Joan Nugent  
Offertory Kathy Reilly, Errol Pingel  Malual and Achol Mawien 
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Lloyd Bailey  

Chalice: Celia Warr, Margaret Wyllie 
Ciborium: Sandra Neale 
Chalice: Susan Tek, Jan Barsby  

Collectors Jenn Stephens, Denise Hopwood   Susan Tek, Laurence Kilroy 
Money Counters 
This week (16 August) 
 
Next week (23 August) 
 

 
Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom  
 
Kathy Reedy, Tom Kelly  

Collections, 9 August:  
                                       Planned Giving        $ 240.00 
                                                Loose        $ 785.25 
                                Tap to Donate        $ 200.00 
    

 


