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This week, I came across the famous story of Rabia al-Adawiyya, an eighth-century Sufi mystic. She was once seen 
running through the streets carrying a torch in one hand and a bucket of water in the other. When asked what she was 
doing, she replied that she wanted to burn down Paradise and put out the fires of Hell, so that people might love God 
neither for reward nor from fear of punishment, but simply for the love of God. 
 

It is a startling image. It made me wonder how often our relationship with God becomes transactional. We try to be good 
so that God will bless us. We pray because we are frightened of what might happen if we do not. Without realising it, we 
can begin to imagine God as a divine accountant, carefully recording our virtues and failures. 
 

There is, of course, a place for judgment and responsibility in our faith. But this Sunday’s readings begin somewhere 
deeper. Before God judges, God gives. Before we have earned anything, God has already prepared a table. 
 

“Come, all you who are thirsty,” Isaiah says. “Come, buy and eat… without money and without cost.” Saint Paul assures 
us that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Then, in the Gospel, this love becomes 
visible and tangible. Jesus sees the hungry crowd and does not send them away. He takes what little is available, blesses 
it, breaks it and gives it. Everyone eats, and there is still more left over. 
 

When I was a child, my grandfather would sometimes take me to a large church famous for its feast of Saint Sebastian. 
Going out for food was rare, and these feast days were among the few occasions when it happened. I went along thinking 
only of eating out. While he knelt and prayed for us all, I waited patiently, eyeing the shops where I wanted to eat. My 
hunger and excitement made my grandfather's prayer feel as if it would never end. 
 

My grandfather did not have much money. At the small hotel near the church, he would order one cup of coffee and ask 
them to divide it between two glasses. He would choose one dish from the menu and request an extra plate. Then he 
would carefully divide the food, saying that he only wanted half. I would quickly finish my portion. Somehow, my 
grandfather always seemed to notice. Without making a fuss, he would begin moving what remained on his plate towards 
mine. He pretended that he was no longer hungry, and I was happy to believe him. 
 

Only much later did I understand what was happening. His "half" had always been meant for me. He never announced it 
as a sacrifice. He simply said he only wanted half, and let that small, invented arithmetic carry all the weight, so that I 
never once felt I owed him anything. I only felt fed. 
 

Perhaps this is one way of understanding the heart of God. God does not make us feel the cost of the gift. God simply 
makes sure that we are fed. In Jesus, God takes the little we bring, blesses it, breaks it and gives it back in abundance. 
The crowd on that hillside had not even asked to be fed, they had come for something else entirely, and yet they went 
home with baskets to spare, more than they arrived with. That is the shape of grace: never measured out to match what 
we deserve, always more than the moment requires. 

 
 
             Fr. B  
              

Important Dates 
Sunday 2 August  8.15am Family Mass 
Friday 7 August 9.45am Adoration  
Saturday 8 August 10am Mass OLOL (St Mary of the Cross) 

2-9 August – National Vocations Awareness Week 

The God who makes sure we are fed 
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NEWS 
 

God’s Word 2027: Pre-orders are now open for the 2027 edition of God’s Word. 
Stock sells out quickly each year, so to avoid missing out, please write your name  
on the order form in the church foyer. The book is due to arrive in September and  
the cost will be $22.  
 

Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop: Bishop Ken Howell will be celebrating a Mass on the Feast Day of St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop at 10am on Saturday, 8 August at Our Lady of Lourdes. Parishioners of St Anthony’s are warmly invited 
to attend.   

 

Missionary Sister of St Peter Claver fundraiser: The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are hosting the repertory theatre play, 
‘Educating Rita’ on Monday, 3 August.  Doors open at 7.00pm with a 7.25pm start. Tickets, which include a light supper, 
are $25 each and can be purchased from the Sisters on (07) 4632 1818. All proceeds go to the Missions.  

 

Abrahamic Faiths Gathering: The next gathering will take place at 5.45pm on Tuesday, 1 September at the Garden City Mosque. 
Representatives from each faith group will be presenting on the subject ‘Religious Seasons and Important Days’. All 
welcome, light supper to follow.  

 

SPRED’s Annual Repertory Theatre Night: Support SPRED with a night at the theatre to see ‘Educating Rita’ at 7pm on 
Wednesday 5 August. Tickets are $25 each and include wine on arrival, a light supper at interval, and 5 tickets in a multi-
draw office. Please call the SPRED office on (07) 4632 8427 to book. 

 

Play for Purpose:  The new Play for Purpose raffle has just opened with an 
exciting $350,000 First Prize Pack, which includes a Lexus RX 450h+, 
$175,000 worth of Gold Bullion, and more than $36,000 in shopping 
vouchers. Funds raised support the restoration of St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. Ticket prices start from $10 and purchased at 
https://www.playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese  

 
 

Walking Together in the Kimberley: The St Vincent de Paul Society Toowoomba invites you to “Walking Together in the 
Kimberley”, an evening of conversation with Erica Bernard and Bishop Tim Norton SVD, facilitated by Mark Copland. 
This takes place on Friday, 14 August 2026, 6pm to 8 pm at the Irish Club Hotel, Russell Street, Toowoomba – Tara Room. 
Bookings are essential due to limited space. RSVP by 8 August to Kristie McKean at kristie.mckean@svdpqld.org.au or 
call 0457 355 787 

 
 
 
 

 Parish Prayer List  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: -- 
for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Robert Angus Moncrieff, Jan Moncrieff, Wilf Davis; 
and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Peter Schultz, Fr Mark Cosgrove, Fr John Ryan, Fr Patrick Kelly,    
                Fr Charles McDonald, Msgr Patrick Doyle, Fr Bryan Nolan, Msgr Stanley Skehan;  
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Vera Toohey, Val Schick, Tony Allport, Denise 

Ashford, Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline Gray, Nancy 
Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Gloria McKechnie, Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie 
Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey, Martin Yong; 

and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Robbie and Wendy Bailey (Narelle’s  parents), Marilyn Bell 
(Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great- grandson of Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and 
Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley Davies, Roslyn Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick 
(PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay (Margaret Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Barbara 
Haak, Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye 
Johnson (Chris Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie 
(Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy, Peter Nolan 
(Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick (Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, 
Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter, Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  

For parishioners with birthdays in August: Gordon Roche, Kevin Harris, Pam Hahn, Chris Bailey, Adam Titlbach, Lonnie Hogan, 
Brett Rangiira, Mafe Remigio, Kelly Titlbach, Sandra Neale, Patricia Harris, Tim Fitzgerald, Len O’Rourke. 

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 
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NEW MASS TIMES FROM 5 & 6 SEPTEMBER 2026 
Following considerable consultation, the Parish Pastoral Councils of St Anthony’s and Our Lady of Lourdes have decided to 
move to an alternating Saturday Vigil Mass at 5.30pm.  
 

The Vigil Mass will be held at St Anthony’s on the first and third weekends of the month, and at Our Lady of Lourdes on the second 
and fourth weekends of the month. Both parishes will have a Vigil Mass on the weekend of the fifth Sunday of the month. Weekly 
Sunday morning Masses will take place at 8am at St Anthony’s, and 9.45am at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 

These changes to Mass times take into account the health and wellbeing of our Priest, the needs of each individual parish, and 
what is best for the longevity of the privilege of having a priest celebrating Mass in our church. The PPC understands there may 
be some disappointment and is very grateful to parishioners for their patience and understanding.  
 

NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK (2-9 AUGUST) 
Right now, a young man somewhere in Queensland is feeling the first quiet stirring of a vocation.  A sense that God might be 
calling him to something extraordinary.  For over six decades, Holy Spirit Seminary has formed priests who have baptised our 
children, buried our loved ones, and stood beside us in our most sacred moments. That work continues today, but we need your 
support to endure. You can support our seminarians through your prayers, by recognising and encouraging young men who might 
be called to serve the Church as priests, and through a donation. Please consider making a gift to ensure the next generation of 
Queensland’s priests has a place to be formed and educated.  Click here to make a donation or go to  
www.catholicfoundation.org.au/provincialseminary. Envelopes are available in the church foyer for those who wish to donate. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus’ grief at the murder of John the Baptist is juxtaposed with the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand. 
Though wanting to be alone, Jesus’ grief does not close off his compassion and deep mercy. He takes seriously the suffering of 
the people who have gathered to hear him, because he is close to them; he knows them: their suffering is not speculative or 
abstract. Whereas the disciples wanted to dismiss the people to look after themselves, Jesus’ words resonate as a challenge to 
them, but also to us today. Indeed, this miracle has a very contemporary relevance. To put it simply, our world needs sharing, 
and Australia is blessed with so much to share with those in need. Perhaps this week we could reflect on how the Gospel invites 
us to care for both those struggling within our own country and those beyond our borders who also need compassion, dignity, 
and practical assistance. 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

 

Mass Schedule, 2 – 9 August 2026 
Date Readings Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 2 August 
Eighteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

First Reading – Isaiah 55:1-3 
Second Reading – Romans 8:35, 37-39 
Gospel – Matthew 14:13-21  

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

Monday 3 August 
St Dominic 

First Reading – Jeremiah 28:1-17 
Gospel – Matthew 14:22-36 

 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 

Tuesday 4 August 
St John Vianney  

First Reading – Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22 
Gospel – Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday 5 August 
 

First Reading – Jeremiah 31:1-7 
Gospel – Matthew 15:21-28 

9.15am 
 

Mass  
5pm Social Justice meeting 

Thursday 6 August 
The Transfiguration of 
the Lord 

First Reading – Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Gospel – Matthew 17:1-9 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 11AM-1PM 
FOR STAFF TRAINING  

Friday 7 August 
 

First Reading – Nahum 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7 
Gospel – Matthew 16:24-28 

9.15am Mass  
 

Saturday 8 August 
St Mary of the Cross  
 

First Reading – 1 Kings 17:8-16 
Second Reading – Colossians 3:12-17 
Gospel – Matthew 6:25-34 

10.00am 
 

5.00pm 

Mass at OLOL  
4.15pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass  

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone is at immediate risk of harm 
you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised 
with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 
0474 565 426, or profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office (1800 337 
928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Sunday 9 August 
Nineteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

First Reading – 1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 
Second Reading – Romans 9:1-5 
Gospel – Matthew 14:22-33 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

 

Mass Roster, 8 & 9 August (Week 2 Roster) 
Role 5pm Vigil 8.15am Sunday Mass 

Mass Co-ordinators   Tim Fitzgerald, Carol Lovell Jan Barsby 
Welcomers Kathy Reilly, Trevor Wyllie,  Jan Burchardt, Sandra Neale 
Music Brett Rangiira and Choir Sr Maria and Choir  
AV Operator   Regina Ryan  Mark Copland  
Altar Server Harlon Fernando  Martin Tek 
Readers Judy Sheehan, Leandra Fernando Sandra Neale, Mary Wagner 
Prayers of the Faithful Ray Cullen  Gail Johnson  
Offertory Ray Cullen, Terese Hanna  Mary Wagner, Krzysztof Batorowicz 
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Lloyd Bailey  

Chalice: Mary O’Brien, Carol Lovell  
Ciborium: Marie McAleer 
Chalice: Bob Morris, Susan Tek  

Collectors Trevor Wyllie, Michael O’Brien  Peter Wilkes, Susan Tek  
Money Counters 
This week (2 August) 
 
Next week (9 August) 
 

 
Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom  
 
Jan Burchardt, Peter Wilkes, Monica 
Gundry  

Collections 26 July:  
Planned Giving : $320.00 
Loose: $834.55              
Donation Point: $75.00      
 

Ozcare (10:30am) 7 August – Tim Fitzgerald  14 August – Celia Warr  
 

REMINDERS 
 

Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tues-Fri, 4.15pm-6.15pm Sat, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday. Closed Mondays.  
 

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and weekends. 
 

Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
 

Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except Dec and Jan), 10am in the Community Centre, $2 donation.  
 

Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office. 
 

Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
 

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except Dec).  
 

St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 
 
Brief note from Fr Bony 
Hello everyone, I am truly grateful and blessed to be your priest. Life has been very busy, but also deeply rewarding, thanks to 
your support and encouragement. Having served in the Diocese of Toowoomba for more than five years, I requested a six-week 
annual leave this year so that I could spend time with my mother twice a year. The bishop has graciously approved this. 
 

I will be away from 13 August to 3 September to visit my family. I may also take a shorter period of leave after Christmas, 
depending on flight costs. My sister is celebrating her housewarming, and my niece will be making her First Holy Communion. 
Most of all, I am looking forward to spending precious time with Mum.  Priests have been arranged to celebrate the parish Masses 
while I am away. Please keep me in your prayers, as I pray for you all each day. I love you all and feel truly blessed to be your 
priest. 
 


