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A Place at the Table for All 
 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,  
the traditional custodians of this land. 

 

Fourteenth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

4 & 5 July 2026 (Year A) 
 

                                              

Yoking with Christ 

About three weeks ago I found myself somewhere I did not expect to be at this stage of life: out of my depth, and a 
little afraid. 
 

Alongside the parish, I have been studying psychology. Part of the training is to sit with a person, give them a series 
of psychological tests, interpret what the results reveal, and write it all up in a careful report. The university gives no 
marks, only two words: competent, or not yet competent. You get one chance to resubmit; if that fails too, you redo 
the whole subject. 
 

My report came back not yet competent, in the very heart of it, where I had to interpret the results and explain what 
they meant. The course is entirely online, and I did not know where to turn. There were terms I simply could not 
grasp, and between that and the parish, the anxiety piled up. I felt, in the truest sense, overburdened. 
 

Then a friend from the course, Joseph, rang and said the gentlest thing, “Don’t worry. I will help you” and gave me 
two hours of his evening. Here is the part I am least proud of, and most grateful for. At first, I kept nodding: "Yes, I 
understand." My pride wanted to protect the image, I am a priest, the one who usually helps others. But I did not 
understand. And a moment came when I had to put all of that down and say, "Joseph, I don't actually understand 
this. Teach me as if I know nothing." That was a small death, and the most freeing thing I did. 
 

He asked me to stop improvising and follow exactly the structure the university had given, which I had half-ignored. 
So, I yoked myself to that structure, and to Joseph, who carried some of the weight with me. I even asked a few of 
you to pray. And slowly, before I even knew whether I would pass, a quiet peace settled in. I was no longer carrying 
it alone. 
 

That is this Sunday's Gospel. Jesus says, "Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give 
you rest." He says it straight after rejection: the towns that had seen his miracles, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum, 
would not repent. And there he prays, thanking the Father that these things are hidden from the wise and the learned 
and revealed to little ones. The prayer is born of apparent failure, not success. 
 

We are all part of that labouring, overburdened crowd, no longer weighed down by Roman taxes, but by the 
exhausting work of building ourselves: the constant performance, the curated image, the pressure to be our own 
saviour. Our technology even whispers a tempting lie: that we need not depend on anyone. And so, the Gospel 
makes two scandalous claims, that the truth is given to little ones rather than to the clever, and that real rest is 
found not in throwing off every yoke, but in taking on his. 
 

My proud "I understand" was my own way of being one of those self-sufficient towns. Only when I became little 
again could I finally receive what was offered. 
 

I did pass, in the end. But that is not the point. The rest came earlier, the moment I stopped pretending and let myself 
be yoked to someone who would share the load. This is the quiet secret of the cross. When our love of power finally 
surrenders to the power of his love, the restless heart comes to rest. Picture its beam laid across two shoulders, 
mine, and Christ's beside me, pulling as one. What freedom, to be yoked to the very One who has already carried 
this cross before me.      Fr. B 

Important Dates 
Sunday 5 July Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday  

3.30pm Choir Practice  
Sunday 12 July Seafarers’ Sunday  

5-12 July – NAIDOC Week 
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Parish and Diocesan News  
NEWS  
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday: This year’s theme, “Walking Together in Christ: 40 Years On!”, invites 

us to reflect on the enduring message of St Pope John Paul II’s 1986 address and our shared journey of faith, 
hope and reconciliation. 

Collection of St Peter’s Pence: This collection will now take place at St Anthony’s on 4 and 5 July.  The collection 
 represents a gesture of communion and participation in the Pope’s mission to proclaim the Gospel, 
 promote peace, and spread Christian charity. Donations will be taken at the door following Mass or may 
 also be made online:  https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html Every offering, large or small, will 
 support the Holy Father in his ministry and in his charitable activities in response to emergencies and 
 needs around the world.  
New roster: Sign-up is now available for the next ministry roster, running from August 2026 to January 2027. 

 Please complete the form available in the foyer or sent out with the weekly St Anthony’s email and return to 
the Parish Office by Sunday 12 July. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Blue Cards and Police Checks: The Parish Office is currently updating Blue Cards and Police Checks for those 
volunteers at St Anthony’s whose role requires them. If you have received an email asking for these details, 
we would be grateful if you could please supply the relevant documents as soon as possible. Forms are also 
available in the office, and Gemma and Teresa are happy to assist.    

St Anthony’s Parish website: The new Parish website is now up and running: https://stanthonysparish.com.au/ 
Please take a look and let us know what you think!  

Winter Shelter 2026: Thanks to all those who volunteered to provide a plate for 3 July. Please see the Winter Shelter 
sign-up sheet in the foyer if you can assist for the night of 7 August. Thank you for your support. 

 

 Parish Prayer List  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: Sr Cyprian Thureson (PBVM), Sally Georges, Pat Cartwright, Phillippa 

Booth, Robert Steer; 
for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Jillian Bredhauer, Arthur Baguley, Michelle Baguley, Oswald Cran, Joe 

Andress, Hedy Hurlimann; 
and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Simon O’Dea, Fr Ralph Underwood, Fr John Clancy, Fr Patrick       
                Campbell, Fr Neville Grundy, Fr Joseph Portley, Fr Robert Flynn, Fr Brian Sparksman, Msgr John Bennett,   
                Fr Thomas Keegan, Most Rev Basil Roper DD;  
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,    
                Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline (Sally)       
                Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Don & Gloria McKechnie,     
                Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey (Vera’s husband),    
                Martin Yong; 
and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Laurie Atzeni, Robbie and Wendy Bailey  

(Narelle’s parents), Marilyn Bell (Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great- 
grandson of Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley 
Davies, Roslyn Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay 
(Margaret Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s 
niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson (Chris 
Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie 
(Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy, 
Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick 
(Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter, Kevin 
Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  
 

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 
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First Reconciliation 2026: St Anthony’s is joining with Our Lady of 
Lourdes for this year’s First Reconciliation Program. Children who 
are baptised and in Year 3 or above are invited to participate. 
Preparation is family-based but supported by the Parish, and 
involves attending a series of three workshops. Please note that 
all three workshops must be attended and children must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. The workshops will be held 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Sundays at 10.45am-11.45am 
on 9 July, 9 August, and 23 August. The First Reconciliation 
Ceremony will be held at 6pm on Tuesday, 8 September, with a 
rehearsal at 3.30pm on Monday, 7 September. Program cost is 
$30. Families will also need to provide a small photo and, where 
required, a copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate. Please scan 
the QR code (right) to access the Registration Form. 

Seafarers’ Sunday, 12 July: Sea Sunday is held each year around the world on the second Sunday of July to 
remember, celebrate, and pray for seafarers and their families. In the Catholic Church in Australia, it is 
supported by Stella Maris Australia who will be holding a special appeal to support seafarers’ welfare and to 
provide pastoral care and hospitality. For further information, see: https://stellamarisaustralia.org/  

Application for Synod Members: Synod delegates are chosen to reflect the full diversity of the People of God 
 across  the Diocese, including different regions, ministries, professions, and life experiences (cf. Canon 
 512 §2). Lay membership of the Synod will be drawn from across the Diocese to ensure broad and 
 balanced representation. Applications now close on 5 July. If you are interested in applying to be a member, 
 please  visit: https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/site/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Synod-Membership.pdf  
Broncos Legends Lunch: A reminder that the Broncos Legends Lunch (in support of the restoration of St 
 Patrick’s Cathedral) is taking place on Friday 31 July. Bookings can be made here: 
 https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1599275  
Warwick Parish Jumpers and Jazz in July: Come warm yourself at St Mary’s during the Jumpers and Jazz in July 

Festival at Warwick (16-26 July). Check out the yarnbombed trees and pillars, with daily church tours from 
9:30am to 4:40pm and Devonshire Tea at Assisi Place daily 9:30am to 12:00pm ($6pp). Join the community 
for Jazz Mass on Saturday 18 July at 5:00pm and Sunday 26 July at 8:30am. Please see the flyer in the foyer 
for further information.  

Caritas Australia Ukraine Emergency Appeal: Caritas Australia is urging the Australian community not to look 
 away as the war in Ukraine continues for a fifth straight year. As violence escalates in other parts of the world, 
 Ukraine is slipping from headlines, but for millions of people the suffering has not stopped. In 2026, an 
 estimated 10.8 million people in Ukraine will require humanitarian assistance. Caritas Australia’s local 
 partners in Ukraine are providing emergency shelter, water, food assistance, psychosocial support and cash 
 assistance to displaced families. Learn more or make a donation today at www.caritas.org.au/ukraine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ignite:  Ignite is a nationally recognised Catholic event for students in Years 7–12, offering a powerful experience of 

faith, formation, and community. The Brisbane conference is being held from 24-27 September at St 
Lawrence’s College with registration due by 1 August. If you or someone you know would like to participate, 
please contact the Parish Office.  
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 The costs of attending Ignite — including conference 
registration, accommodation, meals, and associated 
expenses — can be a barrier for many families. That's why a 
fundraising appeal has been launched to ensure as many young people as possible can attend. All funds 
raised will be distributed evenly among registered participants, so every contribution makes a real and direct 
difference. If you would like to donate, please visit: https://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/ignite2026 

 

Jubilee of the Migrant Cross event:  “The Pilgrimage of the 
Migrant Jubilee Cross Australia 2025 (MJC) aims to offer an 
opportunity for the Catholic Church in Australia to mark the 
celebration of the Jubilee of Migrants in October 2025 and 
continue to acknowledge and celebrate the faith, gifts, 
contributions, and resilience that migrant communities 
bring to our local Church and the world.”  
On Wednesday evening we were lucky to host the Cross here 
in our parish with a prayer ritual and sharing of a meal. 
Approximately 100 people attended and were all in awe of 
the beauty and  significance of the Migrant Cross.  A lovely 
prayer ritual, accompanied by our own multicultural singers, 
began the evening.  A pot luck dinner was held afterwards in 
the community centre.  A special thanks to Mark & his team 

or organizing the evening and thanks to all who attended.  
Thanks from Noela: After 14½ years my time here as Parish Secretary has come to an end. It 

has been a time of change and a time for meeting and creating many new friendships.  I wish to thank 
everyone who has helped me during that time as it has certainly been a joint effort.  Our St Anthony’s 
community are so welcoming and friendly, something all of us should not take for granted. Quite a lot has 
changed here in that time - the offices were in the old presbytery when I started, until we moved temporarily 
into the ‘Convent’ on the corner while the new office/community centre was being built. Our lovely offices 
are the envy of most other parishes in the Diocese, who still work in old buildings. For that I am very grateful 
and thankful to the parish for being able to support the staff who in turn support and assist the community. 
I have met so many people over that time and am happy that, although I am leaving the office, I will still be 
part of the Parish Community.  

 After a couple months off, to enjoy the warmer climate up north, Jim & I will be back (in our regular seats of 
course      ) at Sunday mass. The office will be in the very safe hands of Teresa Lee, and I know she will receive 
the same warm welcome and support that I have enjoyed during my time here.  Don’t be a stranger, introduce 
yourself to Teresa and she will in time get to know you, just as I have. Thanks and God bless to all and thank 
you to those who have already wished me well for the next stage of my life. I will see you all again in the 
springtime…    Noela.    

 

REMINDERS  
 

Church opening hours: 9am-2.30pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday. 
Closed Mondays.  

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2.30pm Tuesday, 8.30am-2.30pm Wednesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and 
weekends. Please check newsletter for updates. 

Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except Dec and Jan), 10am in the Community Centre, $2 donation.  
Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office. 
Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December). Please contact the 

Parish Office if you would like to attend.   
St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 
 

July birthdays: Teresa Lee, Gloria McKechnie, Jim Nolan, Alfred Adhil, Claire Redfern, Ed Briffa, Vonnie 
Sherman, Greg Bowdler, Sue O’Neill.   

https://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/ignite2026


PARISH CONTACTS  
 

Priest Director Fr Bony Abraham  
Parish Pastoral Council Chair Brett Rangiira  
Parish Finance Committee Chair Tony Meldon  
Parish Secretary and Parish Administrative Assistant Teresa Lee and Gemma Betros 

 

Social Justice News  
 

NAIDOC Week 2026 – 50 Years of Deadly 
 

This weekend marks the beginning of NAIDOC Week, a time for all Australians to 
celebrate and recognise the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 
The 2026 theme, “50 Years of Deadly,” celebrates five decades of NAIDOC Week 
while honouring the strength, resilience and invaluable contributions of First 

Nations peoples to our nation. It is an invitation for all Australians to listen, learn and walk together in the spirit of 
truth, justice and reconciliation.   
 
As a faith community, we are called to recognise the 
dignity of every person and to work towards a society 
where all people are welcomed, respected and 
valued. During NAIDOC Week, we give thanks for the 
world’s oldest continuing cultures and the deep 
spiritual connection Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples have with Country, community and 
Creator.  
 
May this week encourage each of us to strengthen 
relationships, deepen our understanding, and 
continue the journey of reconciliation with open 
hearts.  
 
As we are reminded in the words of Micah: “What 
does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 
6:8).  
 
May we all strive to live these words as we walk 
together in faith, hope and love.  
 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  

All rights reserved. 

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone 
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about 

the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, 
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or 
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office 

(1800 337 928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Mass Schedule, 5-12 July 2026 
 

Date Readings 
 

Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 5 July  
Fourteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Zechariah 9:9-10 
Second Reading – Romans 8:9, 11-13 
Gospel – Matthew 11:25-30  
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass (Fr Bony) 
Morning tea after Mass  
 

Monday 6 July 
 

First Reading – Hosea 2:16-18, 21-22 
Gospel – Matthew 9:18-26 

 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 

Tuesday 7 July  
 

First Reading – Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13 
Gospel – Matthew 9:32-38 

 
 

 

Wednesday 8 July 
 

First Reading – Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 
Gospel – Matthew 10:1-7 

9.15am 
 

Mass (Fr Bony) 
 

Thursday 9 July First Reading – Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9 
Gospel – Matthew 10:7-15 

 
 

  

Friday 10 July 
 

First Reading – Hosea 14:2-10 
Gospel – Matthew 10:16-23  

9.15am Mass (Fr Bony)  
***PARISH OFFICE CLOSED*** 

Saturday 11 July  
St Benedict  

First Reading – Isaiah 6:1-8 
Gospel – Matthew 10:24-33 

 
5.00pm 

4.15pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass (Fr Bony) 
 

Sunday 12 July  
Fifteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Isaiah 55:10-11 
Second Reading – Romans 8:18-23 
Gospel – Matthew 13:1-23  
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass (Fr Bony) 
Morning tea after Mass  
 

 

Mass Roster, 11 & 12 July (Week 2 Roster) 
 

Role 5pm Vigil 
 

8.15am Sunday Mass 
 

Mass Co-ordinators  Tim Fitzgerald, Celia Warr Jan Barsby 
Welcomers Kathy Reilly, Trevor Wyllie Jan Burchardt, Sandra Neale 
Music Carolyn Searle and Choir Sr Maria and Choir 
AV Operator   Regina Ryan Mark Copland 
Altar Server Harlon Fernando Martin Tek 
Readers Judy Sheehan, Leandra Fernando  Sandra Neale, Mary Wagner 
Prayers of the Faithful Ray Cullen  Gail Johnson  
Offertory Ray Cullen, Terese Hanna Mary Wagner, Kryzsztof Batorowicz 
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Lloyd Bailey 

Chalice: Mary O’Brien, Celia Warr  
Ciborium: Marie McAleer 
Chalice: Bob Morris, Susan Tek  

Collectors Trevor Wyllie, Michael O’Brien  Jim Nolan, Tony Meldon  
Money Counters 
This week (5 July) 
 
Next week (12 July) 
 

 
Parish Office  
 
Jan Burchardt, Peter Wilkes, Monica 
Gundry  
 

Collections, 28 June:  
                                       Planned Giving      $ 695.00 
                                                Loose      $ 479.95 
                                Tap to Donate      $ 185.00 

Ozcare (10:30am) 7 July – Tim Fitzgerald 
 

14 July – Tim Fitzgerald 

 
 


