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A Place at the Table for All

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,
the traditional custodians of this land.

Seventeenth Sundayin Important Dates
Sunday 26 July World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly

Ordinary Time 3.30pm Choir practice

25 & 26 ju[y 2026 (Year A) Monday 27 July | 5.30pm PPC meeting
Tuesday 28 July | 6pm PFC meeting

Sunday 2 August | 8.15am Family Mass

Love makes the cost worth it

Last Sunday, | watched the Odyssey interpreted by Christopher Nolan. One line from Odysseus stayed with me all
week: “The power of a sacrifice is in the cost of the one who makes it.” It resonated with me so much it lingered in
most of my prayer times this week. As | prayed with those words, | found myself wanting to add something more.
The power of sacrifice is not simply in its cost, but in the love that makes the cost worthwhile. Cost alone does not
make a sacrifice beautiful. Love does. Parents know this instinctively. Friends who remain faithful through difficult
times know it. Christ on the Cross reveals it perfectly and we confess, “God so loved the world that he gave his only

»

son-.

That thought led me into prayer, not so much about sacrifice itself, but about the people whose sacrifices have
quietly shaped my own life. Parents who put aside their own dreams, friends who stood by me in difficult seasons,
mentors who made room for me when | could not see a way forward. Looking back, | was not overwhelmed by the
cost they carried; | was overwhelmed by gratitude. Their sacrifices became the hidden foundation on which my life
was built.

As | prayed with this Sunday’s Gospel, | noticed something | had often overlooked. Jesus tells of two people who
discover something priceless: one stumbles upon a treasure hidden in a field, while the other has spent his life
searchingfor fine pearls. Their journeys are completely different, yet their response is exactly the same. Both joyfully
sell everything in order to possess what they have found.

What struck me was that Jesus does not dwell on what they gave up. Instead, He emphasises their joy. “In his joy he
goes and sells all that he has.” The sacrifice is real, butitis no longer experienced as mere loss because the treasure
has captured the heart. Joy transforms sacrifice. When we know we have found something truly worth living for,
letting go of lesser things becomes not a burden but an act of freedom.

This also sheds light on Solomon’s prayer in the first reading (1 Kings 3:5, 7-12). When God invites him to ask for
anything, Solomon does not ask for wealth, power or a long life. He asks for a listening heart, a heart capable of
recognising what truly matters. Perhaps this is the first sacrifice every disciple must make: surrendering the illusion
of control and remaining open enough for God to surprise us. Whether we stumble upon grace unexpectedly or
spend years searching for it, a receptive heart can recognise the treasure when it appears.

Gratitude looks backwards and discovers the hidden sacrifices that have loved us into being. Joy looks forwards and
gives us the courage to make sacrifices of our own. Between gratitude and joy, sacrifice becomes more than
endurance; it becomes love in action. May we ask, with Solomon, for a listening heart, one that remains open to
God's unexpected gifts, grateful for those who have walked before us, and joyful enough to let go of whatever keeps
us from embracing the treasure of His Kingdom. FrB.
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a* Parish Prayer List 7

We pray for those who have died recently: Geralyn Mathiasen, Don McKechnie, Laurie Atzeni;

for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Jan Moncrieff, Wilf Davis, Rosanne Joyner, Agatha Dwyer (née Gleeson),
Carmel Graham, Haneneh Francis, Danial Mardini, Saleem Mardini, Wardeh Mardini, Hanna Mardini,
Wardeh Mutran, Marie Mardini;

and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Simon O’Dea, Fr Ralph Underwood, Fr John Clancy, Fr Patrick
Campbell, Fr Neville Grundy, Fr Joseph Portley, Fr Robert Flynn, Fr Brian Sparksman, Msgr John Bennett,
Fr Thomas Keegan, Most Rev Basil Roper DD;

We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,
Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline (Sally)
Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Gloria McKechnie,
Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey (Vera’s husband),
Martin Yong;

and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Robbie and Wendy Bailey (Narelle’s
parents), Marilyn Bell (Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great- grandson of
Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley Davies, Roslyn
Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay (Margaret
Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Barbara Haak, Gabby Hanlon (Marie
Heslop’s niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson
(Chris Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen
Mackenzie (Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul
Murphy, Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin
Schick (Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter,
Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required.

Parish and Diocesan News

New roster: In light of the forthcoming change to Mass times, the Parish will continue with the current roster until
the end of August, starting with Week One of the current roster on the weekend of 1 and 2 August. Please
let Parish Office staff know if you are unable to assist in your usual roles for this additional month.

Blue Cards and Police Checks: The Parish Office is still updating Blue Cards and Police Checks for those volunteers
at St Anthony’s whose role requires them. If you have received an email asking for these details, we would
be grateful if you could please supply the relevant documents as soon as possible. Please note that if you
have been asked for a Police Check, you will still need to apply for one even if you already have a Blue
Card. Hard copies of forms for the Police Check and for Blue Card applications are available in the Church
foyer. Office staff are happy to assist with copies of ID and form submission. Many thanks to those who have
already completed this important task.

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: The next lunch will take place at 12:30pm on Wednesday 29 July at the Downs Hotel
in Drayton.

Broncos Legends Lunch: A reminder that the Broncos Legends Lunch (in support of the restoration of St Patrick’s
Cathedral) is taking place on Friday 31 July. Bookings can be made at:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1599275

Missionary Sister of St Peter Claver fundraiser: The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are hosting the repertory
theatre play, ‘Educating Rita’ on Monday 3 August. Doors open at 7.00pm with a 7.25pm start. Tickets,
which include a light supper, are $25 each and can be purchased from the Sisters on (07) 4632 1818.

SPRED’s Annual Repertory Theatre Night: Support SPRED with a night at the theatre to see ‘Educating Rita’ at
7pm on Wednesday 5 August. Tickets are $25 each and include wine on arrival, a light supper at interval,
and 5 tickets in a multi-draw office. Please call the SPRED office on (07) 4632 8427 to book.

Ignite: Ignite is a nationally recognised Catholic event for students in Years 7-12, offering a powerful experience of
faith, formation, and community. The Brisbane conference is being held from 24-27 September at St
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Lawrence’s College with registration due by 1 August. If you or someone you know would like to participate,
please contact the Parish Office.

Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop: Bishop Ken Howell will be celebrating a Mass on the Feast Day of St
Mary of the Cross MacKillop at 10am on Saturday 8 August at Our Lady of Lourdes. Parishioners of St
Anthony’s are warmly invited to attend.

Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday. Closed
Mondays.

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and weekends.

Adoration: 1% Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass.

Friendship Group: 3" Tuesday of the month (except December and January), 10am in the Community Centre, $2
donation.

Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office.

Social Justice Group: 1t Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December). Please contact the
Parish Office if you would like to attend.

St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office.

LtiBart July birthdays: Teresa Lee, Gloria McKechnie, Jim Nolan, Alfred Adhil, Claire Redfern, Ed Briffa, Vonnie

AR Sherman, Greg Bowdler, Sue O'Neill.

PARISH CONTACTS

Priest Director Fr Bony Abraham

Parish Pastoral Council Chair Brett Rangiira

Parish Finance Committee Chair Tony Meldon

Parish Secretary and Parish Administrative Assistant | Teresa Lee and Gemma Betros

Social Justice News

Thursday 30 July - World Day Against Trafficking in Persons

ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) WORLD DAY AGAINST
reports that thousands of men, women and children end up in the hands of f&iﬁggw_?
traffickers every year, often through being tricked and misled to believe that they are 30 JuLY

being taken to work that will make their families better off, or through force, kidnap,
or even through destitute families selling children in order just to survive.

The 2026 theme, Trapped Behind the Scam, draws attention to the way international criminal organisations
are increasingly using technology to trap victims and force them into enslavement. However, no matter how people
get caught up in trafficking, the result is the same: they lose their rights and identity and are used and abused. It is
a global problem, an industry not far behind drugs and arms in terms of profit for traffickers.

The Blue Heart symbol represents solidarity with the victims and the cold-heartedness of those who buy and
sell their fellow human beings.

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe. If you believe anyone
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about
the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative,
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office
(1800 337 928 or http://psogld.catholic.net.au).

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.***

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).
Allrights reserved.
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Mass Schedule, 26 July - 2 August 2026

Date Readings Mass Parish life
Sunday 26 July First Reading - 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 8.15am | Sunday Mass
Seventeenth Sunday | Second Reading — Romans 8:28-30 Morning tea after Mass
in Ordinary Time Gospel - Matthew 13:44-52 3.30pm Choir practice
Monday 27 July First Reading - Jeremiah 13:1-11 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Gospel - Matthew 13:31-35 4pm SVDP meeting
5.30pm PPC meeting
Tuesday 28 July First Reading - Jeremiah 14:17-22
Gospel — Matthew 13:36-43 6pm PFC meeting
Wednesday 29 July First Reading - 1 John 4:7-16 9.15am | Mass
Saints Martha, Mary | Gospel-John 11:19-27
and Lazarus
Thursday 30 July First Reading —Jeremiah 18:1-6 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 11AM-
Gospel - Matthew 13:47-53 1PM FOR STAFF TRAINING
Friday 31 July First Reading - Jeremiah 26:1-9 9.15am | Mass
Stlignatius of Loyola | Gospel - Matthew 13:54-58
Saturday 1 August First Reading - Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24 4.15pm Reconciliation
St Alphonsus Liguori | Gospel - Matthew 14:1-12 5.00pm | Vigil Mass
Sunday 2 August First Reading - Isaiah 55:1-3 8.15am | Sunday Mass
Eighteenth Sunday Second Reading — Romans 8:35, 37-39 Morning tea after Mass
in Ordinary Time Gospel - Matthew 14:13-21

Mass Roster, 1 & 2 August (Week 1 Roster)

Role

5pm Vigil

8.15am Sunday Mass

Mass Co-ordinators

Celia Warr, Lloyd Bailey

Sr Maria and School representatives

Welcomers Carol Lovell, Denise Hopwood School representatives

Music Tom Hodgson and Choir Anne-Maree Spalding and School Choir
AV Operator Ed Briffa School representative

Altar Server Damian Wyllie Martin Tek

Readers Cherene Brandt, Carol Lovell School representatives

Prayers of the Faithful Gill Brandt

Offertory Jenn Stephens, Denise Hopwood

Communion Ministers

Ciborium: Marg Wyllie
Chalice: Trevor Wyllie, Celia Warr

Ciborium: School representative
Chalice: Sr Maria, Jan Barshy

Collectors

Michael and Mary O’Brien

Tony Meldon, Laurence Kilroy

Money Counters
This week (26 July)

Next week (2 August)

Kathy Reedy, Tom Kelly

Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom

Collections, 19 July:

Planned Giving  $345.00
Loose  $702.85
Tapto Donate  $195.00

Ozcare (10:30am)

31 July - Mass

7 August - Tim Fitzgerald




