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A Place at the Table for All 
 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,  
the traditional custodians of this land. 

 

Sixteenth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

18 & 19 July 2026 (Year A) 
 

                                              

A Long, Loving Look 

 
"Your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all." (Wisdom 12:16) 
 
A few years ago, in a psychology class, we were all had to take a simple test that told me something about myself I wasn't 
expecting: that I related to people, especially under stress, with what psychologists call an anxious attachment style. In 
new or uncertain situations, I noticed I would lean forward, trying to prove myself, to be noticed, to secure some 
reassurance that I was safe or wanted. It was a little embarrassing to admit out loud in a room full of my classmates. It 
was also one of the most freeing moments I've had, because suddenly a lot of my own patterns, especially in leadership, 
especially under pressure and in strange or new situations, finally made sense. 
 
This week, something new and strange situation began for me: a final placement at Headspace, a small group of us 
meeting weekly, a new workplace where I'm simply another student learning, without any of the roles I usually carry. By 
every measure, this should have been exactly the kind of strange, stressful situation that used to send me leaning 
forward, trying too hard. Instead, I noticed something different in myself: I was steady. Not leaning forward, not pulling 
back, just present. And what struck me most was what that steadiness produced: I wasn’t sizing anyone up or measuring 
myself against them. I was just able to look, and to be looked at, without fear. And all I could experience in me was a 
genuine sense of curiosity. What a journey, from habits of defending myself, to pretending, to hiding behind a mask, to 
now simply being curious in a new and strange situation.  
 
I’ve come to believe that’s what a secure base does for a person. When we know, underneath everything, that we are not 
going to lose our footing, we stop needing to control how we are seen. We can afford to simply be present, because our 
own safety was never really in anyone else's hands to begin with. 
 
Something kept unfolding for me since that class in 2016. What the science named in me, the Scriptures had already 
been saying all along: "The mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from 
you" (Isaiah 54:10). God’s love was never something I had to lean forward to reach, nor pull back to see if he would come 
looking for me. It was already the ground I was standing on. 
 
And once we trust that ground, something shifts in how we look at my own life. We no longer need to sort ourselves 
quickly into good or bad to feel safe. We can look longer, with compassion, at our own weaknesses, the weeds still 
tangled in there somewhere. And we can look the same way at what's genuinely good in us, the wheat, without needing 
to prove it either. Both are simply allowed to be seen, because we are not standing on our own performance to hold us 
up. We’re standing on God. 
 
The Jesuit theologian Walter Burghardt once defined contemplation as "a long, loving look at the real." I think that’s 
exactly what this week has taught me, and exactly what this Sunday’s Gospel is quietly asking of us. The farmer refuses 
to rip the weeds out early, not because they don't matter, but because he can afford to wait, to look longer before he 
acts. Perhaps that's also how God looks at each of us: patient enough to look longer, with compassion, at who we already 
are, still growing, wheat and weed together, held safely by a love that was never going anywhere.   Fr B 

Important Dates 
 
Tuesday 21 July 10am Friendship Group  
Sunday 26 July World Day for Grandparents and the 

Elderly  
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Parish and Diocesan News  
NEWS  
New roster: Many thanks to all those who returned forms. Given the forthcoming change to Mass times, the Parish 

will continue with the current roster until the end of August, starting with Week One of the current roster 
on the weekend of 1 and 2 August. Please let the Parish Office staff know if you are unable to assist in your 
usual roles for this additional month. Thank you!  

Blue Cards and Police Checks: The Parish Office is currently updating Blue Cards and Police Checks for those 
volunteers at St Anthony’s whose role requires them. If you have received an email asking for these details, 
we would be grateful if you could please supply the relevant documents as soon as possible. Office staff are 
happy to assist with the forms. Thanks to those who have already completed this important task.  

First Reconciliation 2026: St Anthony’s is joining with Our Lady of Lourdes 
for this year’s First Reconciliation Program. Children who are 
baptised and in Year 3 or above are invited to participate. Program 
cost is $30. Families will also need to provide a small photo and, 
where required, a copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate. Please 
scan the QR code (right) to access the Registration Form. 

Broncos Legends Lunch: A reminder that the Broncos Legends Lunch 
 (in support of the restoration of St Patrick’s Cathedral) is taking 
 place on Friday 31 July. Bookings can be made here: 
 https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1599275  
Missionary Sister of St Peter Claver fundraiser: The Missionary Sisters of St 

Peter Claver are hosting the repertory theatre play, ‘Educating Rita’ on 
Monday 3 August.  Doors open at 7.00pm with a 7.25pm start. Tickets, which include a light supper, are $25 
each and can be purchased from the Sisters on (07) 4632 1818.   

 Parish Prayer List  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: Geralyn Mathiasen, Don McKechnie, Laurie Atzeni; 
for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Rosanne Joyner, Agatha Dwyer (née Gleeson), Carmel Graham, 

Haneneh Francis, Danial Mardini, Saleem Mardini, Wardeh Mardini, Hanna Mardini, Wardeh Mutran, 
Marie Mardini; 

and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Simon O’Dea, Fr Ralph Underwood, Fr John Clancy, Fr Patrick       
                Campbell, Fr Neville Grundy, Fr Joseph Portley, Fr Robert Flynn, Fr Brian Sparksman, Msgr John Bennett,   
                Fr Thomas Keegan, Most Rev Basil Roper DD;  
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,    
                Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline (Sally)       
                Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Gloria McKechnie,     
                Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey (Vera’s husband),    
                Martin Yong; 
and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Robbie and Wendy Bailey (Narelle’s  

parents), Marilyn Bell (Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great- grandson of 
Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley Davies, Roslyn 
Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay (Margaret 
Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Barbara Haak, Gabby Hanlon (Marie 
Heslop’s niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson 
(Chris Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen 
Mackenzie (Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul 
Murphy, Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin 
Schick (Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter, 
Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  
 

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1599275


SPRED’s Annual Repertory Theatre Night: Support SPRED with a night at the theatre to see ‘Educating Rita’ at 
7pm on Wednesday 5 August. Tickets are $25 each and include wine on arrival, a light supper at interval, 
and 5 tickets in a multi-draw office. Please call the SPRED office on (07) 4632 8427 to book. 

Ignite:  Ignite is a nationally recognised Catholic event for students in Years 7–12, offering a powerful experience of 
faith, formation, and community. The Brisbane conference is being held from 24-27 September at St 
Lawrence’s College with registration due by 1 August. If you or someone you know would like to participate, 
please contact the Parish Office.  

 
REMINDERS  
Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday. Closed 

Mondays.  
Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and weekends. 
Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except December and January), 10am in the Community Centre, $2 

donation.  
Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office. 
Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December). Please contact the 

Parish Office if you would like to attend.   
St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 

 
July birthdays: Teresa Lee, Gloria McKechnie, Jim Nolan, Alfred Adhil, Claire Redfern, Ed Briffa, Vonnie 
Sherman, Greg Bowdler, Sue O’Neill.   
 

PARISH CONTACTS  
Priest Director Fr Bony Abraham  
Parish Pastoral Council Chair Brett Rangiira  
Parish Finance Committee Chair Tony Meldon  
Parish Secretary and Parish Administrative Assistant Teresa Lee and Gemma Betros 

 

Social Justice News  
In light of today’s gospel, “the wheat and the weeds”, perhaps each of us needs to discern what we classify as 
“weeds”. In recent weeks the term “monoculturalism” has emerged, advocating for the dominance of a single 
culture, language and ethnic group within Australia. Minority groups must assimilate to the norms and practices of 
the dominant group to preserve mainstream “values”, and to reduce social friction. Underpinning this concept is 
the belief that one group is superior. It is a belief that leads to marginalisation, discrimination, or forced assimilation 
of minority populations. It wants to do a lot of weeding! On the other hand, “multiculturalism” emphasises mutual 
respect, the preservation of cultural identities, and equal participation in social, economic, and political life. No one 
culture is deemed superior to another. It enables people to practise their own beliefs, speak their own languages, 
and celebrate their own traditions without being treated unfairly. Made in God’s image, we are all bound to one 
another and to all of creation. 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  

All rights reserved. 

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone 
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about 

the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, 
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or 
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office 

(1800 337 928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Mass Schedule, 19-26 July 2026 
 

Date Readings 
 

Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 19 July  
Sixteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
Second Reading – Romans 8:26-27 
Gospel – Matthew 13:24-43 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

Monday 20 July 
 

First Reading – Micah 6:1-4, 6-8 
Gospel – Matthew 12:38-42 

 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 

Tuesday 21 July  
 

First Reading – Micah 7:14-15, 18-20  
Gospel – Matthew 12:46-50 

 
 

10am Friendship Group  
5.30pm Music Planning meeting 

Wednesday 22 July 
St Mary Magdalene 
 

First Reading – Song of Songs 3:1-4 
Gospel – John 20:1-2, 11-18  

9.15am 
 

Mass  
 

Thursday 23 July First Reading – Jeremiah 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13 
Gospel – Matthew 13:10-17 

 
 

 

Friday 24 July 
 

First Reading – Jeremiah 3:14-17 
Gospel – Matthew 13:18-23 

9.15am Mass  
 

Saturday 25 July  
St James 
 

First Reading – 2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
Gospel – Matthew 20:20-28  

 
5.00pm 

4.15pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass  
 

Sunday 26 July  
Seventeenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Second Reading – Romans 8:28-30 
Gospel – Matthew 13:44-52 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass  
Morning tea after Mass  
 

 

Mass Roster, 25 & 26 July (Week 4 Roster) 
 

Role 5pm Vigil 
 

8.15am Sunday Mass 
 

Mass Co-ordinators  Celia Warr Trish Zeller  
Welcomers Michael and Mary O’Brien  Jan Barsby  
Music Sr Maria and Choir Anne-Maree Spalding and Choir 
AV Operator   Kathy Reedy  Puondak Malwien 
Altar Server Harlon Fernando  Martin Tek 
Readers Teresa Hanna, Karen Springolo  Mark Copland, Bob Morris  
Prayers of the Faithful Regina Ryan Joan Nugent 
Offertory Kathy Reilly, Errol Pingel Malual and Achol Mawien   
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Lloyd Bailey  

Chalice: Celia Warr, Margaret Wyllie 
Ciborium: Sandra Neale  
Chalice: Susan Tek, Jan Barsby  

Collectors Jenn Stephens, Denise Hopwood  Susan Tek, Laurence Kilroy  
Money Counters 
This week (19 July) 
 
Next week (26 July) 
 

 
Tony Meldon, Laurence Kilroy 
 
Kathy Reedy, Tom Kelly  
 

Collections, 12 July:  
                                       Planned Giving         $ 260.00 
                                                Loose        $ 604.00 
                                Tap to Donate        $ 145.00 
           
 

Ozcare (10:30am) -- Friday 31 July – Mass   
 

 


