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A Place at the Table for All

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,
the traditional custodians of this land.

Fifteenth Sunday in Important Dates
Ordinary Time Sunday 12 July | Seafarers’ Sunday
11 & 12 July 2026 (Year A) Tuesday 21 July | 10am Friendship Group

Christ ploughs with the wood of the cross

A number of years ago, a close friend of mine, someone I’ve known since arriving in Australia, was injured on the factory
floor where he worked, on a biscuit production line. What followed was one of the hardest seasons of his life: a bitter
dispute with his employer, the loss of his job, and a long fight through workers’ compensation. Underneath the financial
strain was something heavier, shame, self-doubt, the fear of being judged as a man who couldn’t provide.

| remember sitting with him as he poured out his heart. It resonated with my own season of upheaval; one | had come
through transformed. So, | told him what my spiritual director once told me in my own ordeal: “This could be a blessing
in disguise.” Not because the pain wasn’t real, but because it didn’t have to be wasted.

| told him the question wasn't what had happened to him, but what he would do with it. He could look for the safest way
back, a different factory floor, years passing quietly toward retirement. Or he could take the harder road: accept what
had happened and let it become, with Christ's grace, an opening to the life he actually wanted.

He didn’t know how things would turn out. Neither did I. In that uncertainty, he chose to go back and study engineering
as a mature-age student, while raising four children and carrying a fractured sense of himself. [t wasn’t quick or easy, but
he pushed through, finished, and years later completed his master's too. The man | sat with in that season is not who he
was. A few months back, we sat together again, not in crisis, butin gratitude.

This Sunday’s Gospel gives us the parable of the Sower, seed scattered generously, without condition, on every kind of
ground (Matthew 13:1-23). Infirst-century Palestine, the seed was sown before the ploughing, not after. The plough came
second, pressing the seed deep enough to take root.

Maybe that’s closer to how grace works in us. God doesn’t wait for us to have our lives in order before giving us the seed
of his life. He givesi it first, unconditionally, into whatever ground we are. And then, often through the very things we would
never have chosen, loss, illness, failure, disappointment, that seed gets turned under, into places that would otherwise
have stayed hard or shallow.

Thatis not the same as saying the suffering itself was good. My friend’s pain was real and would have stayed real whether
or not anything good came of it. But he chose to face that ploughing with God rather than against him, or alone. That
choice made the difference between ground torn up and ground cultivated. My part in it was smaller than his, to be a
Simon of Cyrene, helping carry what could be carried; a Veronica, wiping his face so he could breathe again and see the
next step; present enough to walk beside him, but never able to take the journey from him, as Christ ploughed him deep
with the wood of the cross.

The seed has already been sown in us, freely, before we were ready. Perhaps the invitation now is to let Christ take up the
wood of the cross in whatever ground we are, hardened as a path, shallow as rock, crowded with thorns, and till it deep
enough for that seed to finally take root. Let that be our groaning: not a cry against the ploughing, but a groaning for the
Spirit to keep doing this work in us, until it bears fruit. Fr.B
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We pray for those who have died recently: Sr Cyprian Thureson (PBVM), Sally Georges;

for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Jillian Bredhauer, Arthur Baguley, Michelle Baguley;

and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Simon O’Dea, Fr Ralph Underwood, Fr John Clancy, Fr Patrick
Campbell, Fr Neville Grundy, Fr Joseph Portley, Fr Robert Flynn, Fr Brian Sparksman, Msgr John Bennett,
Fr Thomas Keegan, Most Rev Basil Roper DD;

We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,
Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline (Sally)
Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Don & Gloria McKechnie,
Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, David Toohey (Vera’s husband),
Martin Yong;

and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Laurie Atzeni, Robbie and Wendy Bailey
(Narelle’s parents), Marilyn Bell (Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great-
grandson of Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley
Davies, Roslyn Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay
(Margaret Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s
niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson (Chris
Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie
(Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy,
Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick
(Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter, Kevin
Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required.

Parish and Diocesan News

Seafarers’ Sunday, 12 July: Sea Sunday is held each year around the world on the second Sunday of July to
remember, celebrate, and pray for seafarers and their families. In the Catholic Church in Australia, it is
supported by Stella Maris Australia who will be holding a special appeal to support seafarers’ welfare and to
provide pastoral care and hospitality. For further information, see: https://stellamarisaustralia.org/

New roster: Sign-up is still available for the next ministry roster: please return forms to the Parish Office by Sunday
12 July. We look forward to hearing from you.

Blue Cards and Police Checks: The Parish Office is currently updating Blue Cards and Police Checks for those
volunteers at St Anthony’s whose role requires them. If you have received an email asking for these details,
we would be grateful if you could please supply the relevant documents as soon as possible. Office staff are
happy to assist with the forms. Thanks to those who have already completed this important task.

Sr Cyprian’s Funeral: For anyone wishing to attend, Sr Cyp's funeral will be held in the Giovanni Chapel at St
Vincent's Private Hospital in Brisbane (411 Main St, Kangaroo Point) at 10am on Tuesday, 14 July. The
service will also be livestreamed.

Peter’s Pence Collection: Thank you for your contributions to the Peter’s Pence Collection last weekend. The Parish
raised $371.10.

Broncos Legends Lunch: A reminder that the Broncos Legends Lunch (in support of the restoration of St
Patrick’s Cathedral) is taking place on Friday 31 July. Bookings can be made here:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1599275 St Anthony’s Parish Sacramental

First Reconciliation 2026: St Anthony’s is joining with Our Lady of Lourdes for this Bl B s I aEr S o
year’s First Reconciliation Program. Children who are baptised and in Year 3 or Form 2026
above are invited to participate. Program cost is $30. Families will also need to
provide a small photo and, where required, a copy of the child’s Baptismal
Certificate. Please scan the QR code (right) to access the Registration Form.

Ignite: Ignite is a nationally recognised Catholic event for students in Years 7-12,
offering a powerful experience of faith, formation, and community. The
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Brisbane conference is being held from 24-27 September at St Lawrence’s College with registration due by
1 August. If you or someone you know would like to participate, please contact the Parish Office.

From the new Parish Secretary: I’'m Teresa, and I’m delighted to introduce myself as your new Parish Secretary. As
| take over from Noela, | want to thank her for the strong foundation she has left. | know I’'m stepping into
some very big shoes, but I’'m grateful for the opportunity to continue the great work she has done. Some of
you may already know me, as | also work one day a week at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. Even so, I'm looking
forward to meeting many more of you and putting names to faces. As | settle into my new role, there will no
doubt be plenty for me to learn, but | am committed to giving my very best. | ask for your patience as | find
my feet, and | hope you’ll stop by the Parish Office to say hello. | look forward to serving the parish
community and sharing this new journey together.

Church opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday. Closed
Mondays.

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2pm Tuesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and weekends.

Adoration: 1% Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass.

Friendship Group: 3" Tuesday of the month (except December and January), 10am in the Community Centre, $2
donation.

Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office.

Social Justice Group: 1° Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December). Please contact the
Parish Office if you would like to attend.

St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office.

.*IE_;I\_EE‘Y‘*! July birthdays: Teresa Lee, Gloria McKechnie, Jim Nolan, Alfred Adhil, Claire Redfern, Ed Briffa, Vonnie

St Sherman, Greg Bowdler, Sue O’Neill.

PARISH CONTACTS

Priest Director Fr Bony Abraham

Parish Pastoral Council Chair Brett Rangiira

Parish Finance Committee Chair Tony Meldon

Parish Secretary and Parish Administrative Assistant | Teresa Lee and Gemma Betros

Social Justice News

Winter Shelter 2026

A huge thank you to all who contributed to the Winter Shelter mealon 3 Winter Toowoomba %
. . . Churches C
July. Your generosity meant that there was more than enough delicious Care | @ ‘C
food for everyone. The food, the warmth of welcome and friendship, TOOWHOMBA | oo 4 e One
shared songs and stories, plus a comfy bed made for a truly enjoyable " eplct iRy | Sl sl
experience for guests and volunteers alike. Many, many thanks.

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe. If you believe anyone
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about
the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative,
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office
(1800 337 928 or http://psogld.catholic.net.au).

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.***

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).
Allrights reserved.
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Mass Schedule, 12-19 July 2026

Date Readings Mass Parish life

Sunday 12 July First Reading - Isaiah 55:10-11 8.15am | Sunday Mass

Fifteenth Sunday in | Second Reading - Romans 8:18-23 Morning tea after Mass

Ordinary Time Gospel - Matthew 13:1-23

Monday 13 July First Reading - Isaiah 1:10-17 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Gospel - Matthew 10:34-11:1 4pm SVDP meeting

Tuesday 14 July First Reading - Isaiah 7:1-9
Gospel - Matthew 11:20-24

Wednesday 15 July First Reading - Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16 9.15am | Mass

St Bonaventure Gospel - Matthew 11:25-27

Thursday 16 July First Reading —Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED FOR
Gospel - Matthew 11:28-30 STAFF TRAINING

Friday 17 July First Reading - Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 9.15am | Mass
Gospel - Matthew 12:1-8

Saturday 18 July First Reading — Micah 2:1-5 4.15pm Reconciliation
Gospel - Matthew 12:14-21 5.00pm | Vigil Mass

Sunday 19 July First Reading - Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 8.15am | Sunday Mass

Sixteenth Sunday in | Second Reading - Romans 8:26-27 Morning tea after Mass

Ordinary Time Gospel - Matthew 13:24-43

Mass Roster, 18 & 19 July (Week 3 Roster)

Role

5pm Vigil

8.15am Sunday Mass

Mass Co-ordinators

Michael and Mary O’Brien

Sandra Neale

Welcomers Celia Warr, Denise Hopwood Denise and Marie McAleer
Music Brett Rangiira and Men’s Choir Tom Hodgson and Choir

AV Operator Harlon Fernando Bob Morris

Altar Server Damian Wyllie Martin Tek

Readers Celia Warr, Jenn Stephens Sandra Neale, Toby Gabuogi
Prayers of the Faithful Marg Wyllie Monica Gundry

Offertory Peter and Jan Boyce Gail and Brendan Johnson

Communion Ministers

Ciborium: Trevor Wyllie
Chalice: Mary O’Brien, Celia Warr

Ciborium: Susan Tek
Chalice: Gail Johnson and Brenda Thomas

Collectors

Peter Boyce, Trevor Wyllie

Susan Tek and Tony Meldon

Money Counters
This week (12 July)

Next week (19 July)

Jan Burchardt, Peter Wilkes, Monica
Gundry
Tony Meldon, Laurence Kilroy

Collections, 5 July:

Planned Giving  $310.00

Loose $850.00

Tap to Donate  $185.00

Peter’s Pence Collection $371.10

Ozcare (10:30am)

14 July - Tim Fitzgerald

21 July - Toby Gabuogi




