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A Place at the Table for All

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,
the traditional custodians of this land.

Thirteenth Sunday in Important Dates
Ordinary Tlme Sunday 28 June | 3.30pm Choir practice

Monday 29 June | 5:30pm Parish Pastoral Council meeting

27 & 28 June 2026 (Year A) Tuesday 30 June | 6pm Parish Finance Committee meeting
5-12 July - NAIDOC Week

We are only transformed in the places we don’t flee

A few years ago, while preaching on a mission in Auckland, someone handed me a rosary unlike any | had seen before.
Instead of the usual decades, it was made around the Stations of the Cross. As she gave it to me, she said quietly, "This
should help you stick with the process of God making you a holy priest."

She probably had no idea how deeply those words would resonate. They touched something that has become a lifeline
for me over the past ten years. After going through a personal crisis, taking time away from ministry, and gradually
returning, there were many moments when | grew impatient with the journey. | wanted answers, and | wanted them now,
the way the world trains us to expect them. | wanted to know where God was taking me. More than once, | wondered
whether | should simply give up. Yet my supervisor and spiritual director kept saying the same thing: "Stick with the
process. The process will take you where you need to be."

This weekend marks fifteen years since | was ordained a priest. Looking back, | am deeply grateful. | still love being a
priest: the privilege of standing so close to the Eucharistic Lord, the trust people place in me simply because of my
ordination, and the quiet amazement of watching the Holy Spirit work through someone as imperfect as | am. My greatest
consolation is knowing that the Sculptor who called me has never stopped shaping me. He is still at work.

This Sunday Jesus says, "Take up your cross and follow me", and in Luke's telling he adds one word: daily. Not once,
heroically. Daily. We do not get to control where it leads or what fruit it bears; that belongs to God, and he gives itin his
own time. Our partis smaller, and harder: to stay, to pick up today's cross, and to trust him with the rest. In other words,
Jesus is saying: never give up on the process; say yes to it again every day.

There is a beautiful echo of this in today's first reading. When the Shunammite woman recognises Elisha as a man of
God, she does not simply offer him a meal. She prepares aroom, a bed, atable, a chair, a lamp. Notice what that means.
Anyone offers a guest food and water; she builds him somewhere to stay. She is not arranging a visit. She is making a
place to remain.

Fifteen centuries later, St Benedict asked his monks for the very same thing, in two promises: stability, to stay, to stop
running, to remain where God has placed us, and conversion of life, to let ourselves be changed, a little, every single day.
Stay, and be changed. One cannot have the second without the first. We are only transformed in the places we don't flee.
The Shunammite built a room so the prophet could stay; there she experiences a miracle. God asks us to build a place
in our own lives where he can remain long enough to change us.

And so, | keep that Auckland rosary close. Each bead is a station, each station a step of trust and surrender to the father.
When the way is hard and the only road out is through, those stations become strength to keep staying, and to keep
moving. We live in an Al age that offers everything instantly, and quietly robs us of the art of staying, grappling, and
waiting, the very things that change us. So may we each find our room, our table, our chair, our lamp: a place where we
_stay long enough in the presence of the One who still works miracles in our lives. Fr.B
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We pray for those who have died recently: Pat Cartwright, Phillippa Booth, Robert Steer, Bruce Eastland (Carol
Lovell’s brother-in-law);

for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Oswald Cran, Joe Andress, Hedy Hurlimann, Mary Frost, Laurie Reedy,
Noel Gundry, Carmelita Kruger;

and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Joseph McKey, Fr Kevin Noble, Fr Charles Casey, Fr Joseph (Pat)
Hall, Fr Thomas Sweeney, Fr John Sinnott, Fr Jeffrey Scully, Fr Thomas McCormack;

We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,
Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline (Sally)
Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Don & Gloria McKechnie,
Geraldine Parker,Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, Sr Cyprian (‘Sr
Cyp’) Thureson (PBVM), David Toohey (Vera’s husband), Martin Yong;

and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Laurie Atzeni, Robbie and Wendy Bailey
(Narelle’s parents), Marilyn Bell (Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great-
grandson of Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley
Davies, Roslyn Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay
(Margaret Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s
niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson (Chris
Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie
(Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy,
Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, Paul Park, Geraldine Parker, Kevin Schick
(Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis and Ruth Volter, Kevin
Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required.

Parish and Diocesan News

St Peter’s Pence: Peter’s Pence is a collection held in honour of the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul on 29 June.
This year’s collection will take place on Saturday and Sunday, 27 and 28 June. Donations will be taken at
the door following Mass or can be made online: https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html Every
offering, large or small, will support the Holy Father in his ministry and in his charitable activities in response
to emergencies and needs around the world.

Mass in the Maronite Rite: Fr Fadi Salami will be celebrating Mass in the Maronite Rite here at 11am on Sunday 28
June. All parishioners are invited to attend.

Migrant Jubilee Cross: St Anthony’s Parish, together with the Holy Angels St Vincent de Paul Conference, invites
you to attend an evening of music, prayer and reflection to welcome the Jubilee Migrant Cross at 5-8pm on
Wednesday, 1 July. Attendees are invited to bring a dish reflecting their cultural heritage for a shared meal.

New roster: Sign-up is now available for the next ministry roster, running from August 2026 to January 2027.
Please complete the form available in the foyer or sent out with the weekly St Anthony’s email and return to
the Parish Office by Sunday 12 July. We look forward to hearing from you!

First Reconciliation 2026: St Anthony’s is joining with Our Lady of Lourdes for this year’s First Reconciliation
Program. Children who are baptised and in Year 3 or above are eligible to participate. Preparation is family-
based but supported by the Parish and involves attending a series of three ¥ EN ZUEEEEEN I E]
workshops. Please note that all three workshops must be attended and BEETe 1RSI EUTE LR TN
children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. The workshops will Form 2026
be held at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Sundays at 10.45am-11.45am
on 9 July, 9 August, and 23 August. Please arrive by 10.30 am. The First
Reconciliation Ceremony will be held at 6pm on Tuesday, 8 September,
with a rehearsal at 3.30pm on Monday, 7 September. Program cost is $30.
Families will also need to provide a small photo and, where required, a
copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate. Please scan the QR code to
register.
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Welcome to the new Parish Secretary: Teresa Lee has joined St Anthony’s as the new Parish Secretary. Please
welcome Teresa!

Winter Shelter 2026: St Anthony’s Parish will be supplying meals for this year’s Winter Shelter on 3 July and 7
August. Thanks to all those who volunteered to provide a plate for 3 July. Please see the Winter Shelter sign-
up sheet in the foyer if you can assist for the night of 7 August. Thank you in advance for your support!

REMINDERS

Church opening hours: 9am-2.30pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday.
Closed Mondays.

Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2.30pm Tuesday, 8.30am-2.30pm Wednesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and
weekends. Please check newsletter for updates.

Adoration: 1% Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass.

Friendship Group: 3" Tuesday of the month (except Dec and Jan), 10am in the Community Centre, $2 donation.

Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office.

Social Justice Group: 1t Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.

St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December). Please contact the
Parish Office if you would like to attend.

St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office.

*HaAPPY June birthdays: Jan Turner, Sr Maria Joyner, Felda Gabuogi, Tony Allport, Margaret Nolan, Denise
BIRT/DA Hopwood, Scovia Scopas, Geoff Graham, Mary Gilligan, Lari O’Neill, Jan Burchardt.
Wﬁ{ June wedding anniversaries: Lari and Sue O’Neill, Gary and Jenn Stephens, Theo and Daphne
Fernando.
PARISH CONTACTS
Priest Director Fr Bony Abraham
Parish Pastoral Council Chair Brett Rangiira
Parish Finance Committee Chair Tony Meldon
Parish Secretary and Parish Administrative Assistant | Noela Nolan/Teresa Lee and Gemma Betros

Social Justice News

Pope Leo’s ‘Magnifica humanitas’: Al must serve humanity not concentrate power - Marking the 135th anniversary of
Rerum novarum, Pope Leo XIV releases his first encyclical, entitled ‘Magnifica humanitas: On Safeguarding the
Human Person in the Time of Artificial Intelligence. He appeals for the safeguarding of humanity, promotion of truth,
dignity of work, social justice, and peace.

Socialjustice and the ‘litmus test’ regarding migrants - Social justice is the fifth principle of the Social Doctrine of
the Church. In the digital age, social justice requires ensuring fair access to opportunities for all people, protecting
the most vulnerable, combating hatred and disinformation, and subjecting the use of technologies to public
oversight, “so that the guiding principle is not solely profit but the dignity of every person and the common good of
all people” (80). Pope Leo X1V identifies migrants, refugees, displaced persons as a “litmus test” for social justice.
The way society treats migrants, he says, “reveals whether its sense of justice is driven by fear or by the spirit of
fraternity.” He therefore appeals for societies to protect “the rightful hopes” of those forced to leave, by ensuring
them safe and legal routes, dignified welcome, and genuine paths to integration, while promoting “the right to
remain” in one’s homeland in peace and security, by addressing “the root causes” of migration.

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe. If you believe anyone
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about
the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative,
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or
profstandards@twhb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office
(1800 337 928 or http://psogld.catholic.net.au).

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.***

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).
All rights reserved.
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Mass Schedule, 28 June -5 July 2026

Date Readings Mass Parish life
Sunday 28 June First Reading - 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 8.15am | Sunday Mass (Fr Bony)
Thirteenth Sunday in | Second Reading - Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 Morning tea after Mass
Ordinary Time Gospel - Matthew 10:37-42 3.30pm Sunday Singers hymn
practice
11am | Maronite Mass

Monday 29 June First Reading - Acts 12:1-11 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Saints Peter and Second Reading — 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 4pm SVDP meeting
Paul Gospel - Matthew 16:13-19
Tuesday 30 June First Reading - Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12

Gospel — Matthew 8:23-27
Wednesday 1 July First Reading - Amos 5:14-15, 21-24 9.15am | Mass (Fr Bony)

Gospel - Matthew 9:1-8 5pm Social Justice meeting

5pm Migrant Jubilee Cross

Thursday 2 July First Reading - Amos 7:10-17

Gospel - Matthew 9:1-8
Friday 3 July First Reading - Ephesians 2:19-22 9.15am | Mass (Fr Bony)
StThomas Gospel-John 20:24-29 Adoration
Saturday 4 July First Reading - Amos 9:11-15 4.15pm Reconciliation

Gospel - Matthew 9:14-17 5.00pm | Vigil Mass (Fr Bony)
Sunday 5 July First Reading - Zechariah 9:9-10 8.15am | Sunday Mass (Fr Bony)
Fourteenth Sunday | Second Reading-Romans 8:9, 11-13 Morning tea after Mass
in Ordinary Time Gospel - Matthew 11:25-30

Mass Roster, 4 & 5 July (Week 1 Roster)

Role

5pm Vigil

8.15am Sunday Mass
(Week 5 Roster due to school holidays]

Mass Co-ordinators

Celia Warr, Lloyd Bailey

Noela Nolan

Welcomers Carol Lovell, Denise Hopwood Denis and Marie McAleer
Music Tom Hodgson and Choir Anne-Maree Spalding and Choir
AV Operator Ed Briffa Puondak Mawien

Altar Server Damian Wyllie Martin Tek

Readers Cherene Brandt, Carol Lovell GailJohnson, Jan Barshy
Prayers of the Faithful Gill Brandt Sandra Neale

Offertory Jenn Stephens, Denise Hopwood Jim Nolan, Sandra Neale

Communion Ministers

Ciborium: Marg Wyllie
Chalice: Trevor Wyllie, Celia Warr

Ciborium: Marie McAleer
Chalice: Bob Morris, Noela Nolan

Collectors

Michael and Mary O’Brien

Peter Wilkes, Jim Nolan

Money Counters
This week (28 June)

Next week (5 July)

Kathy Reedy, Tom Kelly

Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom

Collections, 21 June:
Planned Giving  $ 360.00
Loose $644.20
Tap to Donate  $ 155.00

Ozcare (10:30am)

30 June - Ann Matthew

7 July - Jenn Stephens




