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A Place at the Table for All 
 
 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples of the Wakka Wakka-speaking area,  
the traditional custodians of this land. 

 

Twelfth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

20 & 21 June 2026 (Year A) 
 

 

                                             

Beneath the wall and the Joke  
 

When I was a seminarian in Canberra, we were sent to knock on doors in a block of government flats, just to see if anyone 
needed a hand, or a conversation. I was new, and shy, and would rather have been almost anywhere else. I was with another 
local seminarian. At one door we met Martina. 

He first response was that “she doesn’t talk to dark people”. The local guy was embarrassed for me. I quickly replied, “I just 
got tanned walking here”. She had a good laugh and opened screen the door. That was the beginning of one of the great 
friendships of my life. 

Martina had come out from Germany by ship, years earlier, to work near the mines out west. She had no family here, no church, 
and by then almost no one. She couldn't always get a taxi to her appointments, so I embraced my stereotypical Indian uber 
self. I helped in her garden. Slowly the visits stopped being a duty and became a friendship. 

One day she asked me for a small photo of myself, a passport photo, nothing special. Later I learned she had framed it and 
kept it by her bed, the last thing she saw at night. Years afterward she told me, simply, that I had made her feel seen. I think 
she was holding on to the face of someone who had seen her, and in keeping it, without ever meaning to, she did the same for 
me. We hold on to the faces of those who see us. I had gone to her door to give something; somewhere along the way I found 
I had been received, and that I, too, was wanted. 

When I was ordained a deacon at the Canberra Cathedral, Martina came, the first time in her life she had set foot in a Catholic 
church. She sat where my family was supposed to sit. She came for me, and in her own way she became my family. She passed 
away not long ago. 

This Sunday's readings are about all of this. Jeremiah, surrounded by people who want to denounce him and see only a 
problem to be silenced, remembers in his fear that the Lord "sees the heart." And Jesus tells frightened disciples not to be 
afraid: not one sparrow falls without the Father, and "even the hairs of your head are all counted." 

I still need to hear that. Only this week I caught myself bracing for a hard conversation with the university about my placement, 
ready to defend myself, and underneath it was a small, old fear: when they look at me, will they see my heart, or only the 
problem? Will they see beneath the reactions, there is a genuine concern that needs permission to come out?  

We rarely lead with what we mean most. A wall, "I don't talk to dark people", and a nervous joke, "I've just got tanned", can 
be doing the very same work: keeping the real self just out of view, while quietly hoping someone will look anyway. That is the 
question hidden inside almost every guarded reply: will we see beneath each other's reactions to the heart that is only waiting 
for permission to come out? 

This Sunday’s Gospel tells us “Do not be afraid. Not one sparrow falls without your father. Even the hairs of your head are 

counted. You are worth more than many sparrows”. So, we shall not be afraid.   Fr. B 
 

Important Dates (please note changed dates below) 
Monday  
29 June 

Parish Pastoral Council meeting 
 

Tuesday 30 
June 

Parish Finance Committee meeting 
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Parish and Diocesan News  
NEWS  
New roster: Sign-up is now available for the next ministry roster, running from August 2026 to January 2027. 
 Please complete the form attached to this newsletter or the online form sent out with the weekly St 
 Anthony’s email and return to the Parish Office by Sunday 12 July. We look forward to hearing from you! 
Mass in the Maronite Rite : Fr Fadi Salami will be celebrating  Mass in the Maronite Rite here on Sunday 28 June at    

11.00am.  All parishioners are invited to attend.  
Collection of St Peter’s Pence: Peter’s Pence is a collection held in honour of the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul  

on 29 June. This year the collection will take place on Sat/Sun 27/28 June. The collection represents a 
gesture of communion and participation in the Pope’s mission to proclaim the Gospel, promote peace, and 
spread  Christian charity. Donations will be taken at the door following Mass or may also be made online: 
 https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html Every offering, large or small, will support the Holy Father in 
 his ministry and in his charitable activities in response to emergencies and needs around the world.  

First Reconciliation 2026:  St Anthony’s Parish is joining with Our Lady of Lourdes Parish for this year’s First 
Reconciliation Program. Children who are baptised and in Year 3 or above are eligible to participate. 
Preparation is family-based and parish-supported, involving a workbook completed at home and three 
workshops for children and a parent/guardian.  Workshops at Our Lady of Lourdes Church Sundays, 
10.45 am–11.45 am on following dates – 19 July, 9 August & 23 August.  Please arrive by 10.30 am. 
First Reconciliation Ceremony 
Tuesday 8 September at 6.00 pm 
Practice: Monday 7 September at 3.30 pm 
The program cost is $30. Families will also need to provide a small photo and, 
where required, a copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate. 
Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at all sessions. 
Scan the QR code to register. 

Winter Shelter 2026: The wonderfully generous school children of St Anthony’s have donated baskets of items to 
those who are homeless on these cold winter nights. On 3 July and 7 August, it will be the privilege of St 
Anthony’s Parish to also lend a hand by supplying a meal. Please see the Winter Shelter sign-up sheet in the 
foyer, where you can volunteer to supply snacks, soup, a main meal or a dessert. Many thanks in anticipation 
of your generous response.  

 Our Parish Prayer List  
We pray for those who have died recently: -- 
for the anniversaries of our loved ones: Mary Frost, Laurie Reedy, Noel Gundry, Carmelita Kruger; 
and for the deceased priests of the diocese: Fr Joseph McKey, Fr Kevin Noble, Fr Charles Casey, Fr Joseph (Pat)  
                Hall, Fr Thomas Sweeney, Fr John Sinnott, Fr Jeffrey Scully, Fr Thomas McCormack; 
We hold in prayer all those who are sick, including the following parishioners: Tony Allport, Denise Ashford,    
                Chris Bailey, Narelle Bailey, Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Kath Donoghue, Mary Gilligan, Madeline (Sally)       
                Gray, Nancy Hargrave, Neville Harris, Kerrie Hegarty, Elsie Kirby, Mal Kirby, Don & Gloria McKechnie,     
                Margaret Pegler, Trish Ryan, Vonnie Sherman, June Sinton, Lucy Targato, Sr Cyprian (‘Sr Cyp’) Thureson   
               (PBVM), David Toohey (Vera’s husband), Martin Yong; 
and the following friends and family of parishioners: Regina Albion, Laurie Atzeni, Robbie and Wendy Bailey  

(Narelle’s parents), Marilyn Bell (Christine Black’s mum), Brian Bowtell, baby Tommy Bryant (great- 
grandson of Kevin and Trish Harris), Paddy and Therese Chapman, Kevin Collins, Rod Cutler, Shirley 
Davies, Roslyn Day, Marc Fitzgibbon, Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Marie Deane and Yvonne Gay 
(Margaret Dunlop’s sisters), Mary Gleeson, Karen Graham (Geoff’s niece), Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s 
niece), Neville Harris (Kevin’s brother), Jim and Nicholas Horder, Ann Johnson, Kye Johnson (Chris 
Gwydir’s grandson), Lindsay Jones, Wayne Kirkland, Judy Lehfeldt, Bob Lehfeldt, Stephen Mackenzie 
(Pam Hahn’s son), Roz Martin, Jan Masters, Brendan Middleton, Frank Miller, Hanna Muir, Paul Murphy, 
Jacob Nolan (Tom and Marg’s grandson), Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Neil O’Connor, Justin O’Donnell, 
Paul Park, Kevin Schick (Val’s brother), Sally Sippel, Harley Stewart, Neil Syme, Brian Thomson, Denis 
and Ruth Volter, Kevin Wallace, Geoffrey Wells, Michael Wells.  

Please advise the Parish Office of any changes required. 

https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html


Welcome to the new Parish Secretary: Teresa Lee will be joining St Anthony’s as the new Parish Secretary, starting  
 Tuesday 23 June. Welcome Teresa! 
REMINDERS  
Church opening hours: 9am-2.30pm Tuesday-Friday, 4.15pm-6.15pm Saturday, 7.30am-9.30am Sunday. 

Closed Mondays.  
Parish Office opening hours: 9am-2.30pm Tuesday, 8.30am-2.30pm Wednesday-Friday. Closed Mondays and 

weekends. Please check newsletter for updates. 
Adoration: 1st Friday of the month at 9.45am after Mass. 
Friendship Group: 3rd Tuesday of the month (except Dec and Jan), 10am in the Community Centre, $2 donation.  
Gospel Discussion Group: Each Wednesday at 10am in the Parish Office. 
Social Justice Group: 1st Wednesday of the month (except December and January) at 5pm in the Parish Office.  
St Anthony’s Men’s Group: Last Wednesday of the month at 12:30pm (except December). Please contact the 

Parish Office if you would like to attend.   
St Vincent de Paul: The St Anthony’s Conference of SVDP meets at 4pm each Monday in the Parish Office. 

 
June birthdays: Jan Turner, Sr Maria Joyner, Felda Gabuogi, Tony Allport, Margaret Nolan, Denise 
 Hopwood, Scovia Scopas, Geoff Graham, Mary Gilligan, Lari O’Neill, Jan Burchardt.  
June wedding anniversaries: Lari and Sue O’Neill, Gary and Jenn Stephens, Theo and Daphne 
 Fernando.  

 
PARISH CONTACTS  

Priest Director Fr Bony Abraham  
Parish Pastoral Council Chair Brett Rangiira  
Parish Finance Committee Chair Tony Meldon  
Parish Secretary and Parish Administrative Assistant Noela Nolan and Gemma Betros 

 

Social Justice News  
 

Mini Vinnies - Social Justice in Action 
Our Mini Vinnies group has been actively working to make a difference in our community this year, demonstrating compassion, 
generosity, and a strong commitment to social justice. 
So far in 2026, our students have raised an incredible $1,608.10 for Caritas Australia. These funds have been collected 
through a variety of initiatives, including our Project Compassion activities, Easter raffles, Colour Fun Run and free dress days. 
We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and generosity shown by our school community in supporting those in need. 
In addition to fundraising efforts, our Mini Vinnies members recently organised a hygiene drive in support of the Winter Project. 
Thanks to the kindness of our families, we were able to collect a range of essential items, which have now been passed on to 
assist those experiencing hardship during the colder months. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our parish community for its ongoing support and generous 
donations to our Uniform Emergency Fund. This fund plays a vital role in ensuring that all students are able to attend school 
with dignity. So far this year, we have been able to support six families, providing uniforms and/or school shoes so that their 
children can walk confidently alongside their peers. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to these important initiatives. Together, we are making a meaningful difference. 
 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal @2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  

All rights reserved. 

St Anthony’s Parish is committed to supporting the rights of everyone to be and feel safe.  If you believe anyone 
is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 and report the matter to the police. Other concerns about 

the safety of children or vulnerable people may be raised with the Parish Safeguarding Representative, 
Nicole Rangiira (0437 382 408), the Diocesan Professional Standards Office ((07) 4638 1379, 0474 565 426, or 
profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au), or with the Catholic Church’s Queensland Professional Standards Office 

(1800 337 928 or http://psoqld.catholic.net.au). 
 

***Children leaving the church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult.*** 
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Mass Schedule, 21-28 June 2026 
 

Date Readings 
 

Mass  Parish life 

Sunday 21 June  
Twelfth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – Jeremiah 20:10-13 
Second Reading – Romans 5:12-15 
Gospel – Matthew 10:26-33 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass (Fr Bony) 
Morning Tea after Mass  
 

Monday 22 June  
Saints John Fisher 
and Thomas More 

First Reading – 2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15, 18 
Gospel – Mathew 7:1-5 

 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
4pm SVDP meeting 

Tuesday 23 June  
 

First Reading – 2 Kings 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-
36 
Gospel – John 8:12 

 
 

 

Wednesday 24 June 
Nativity of St John 
the Baptist 

First Reading – Isaiah 49:1-6 
Second Reading – Acts 13:22-26 
Gospel – Luke 1:57-66, 80 

9.15am 
 

Mass (Fr Jim Cronin) 
 

Thursday 25 June First Reading – 2 Kings 24:8-17 
Gospel – Matthew 7:21-29 

 
 

  

Friday 26 June First Reading – 2 Kings 25:1-12 
Gospel – Matthew 8:1-4 

9.15am Mass (Fr Jim Cronin)  
 

Saturday 27 June First Reading – Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 
18-19 
Gospel – Matthew 8:5-17 

 
5.00pm 

4.15pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass (Fr Bony) 

Sunday 28 June  
Thirteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
 

First Reading – 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 
Second Reading – Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 
Gospel – Matthew 10:37-42 
 

8.15am 
 

Sunday Mass (Fr Bony) 
Morning Tea after Mass  
 

 

Mass Roster, 27 & 28 June (Week 4 Roster) 
 

Role 5pm Vigil 
 

8.15am Sunday Mass 

Mass Co-ordinators  Celia Warr, Carol Lovell Trish Zeller 
Welcomers Michael and Mary O’Brien Jan Barsby and Noela Nolan 
Music Sr Maria and Choir Anne-Maree Spalding and Choir 
AV Operator   Kathy Reedy Noela Nolan  
Altar Server Harlon Fernando Martin Tek 
Readers Terese Hanna, Karen Springolo Mark Copland, Bob Morris 
Prayers of the Faithful Regina Ryan Joan Nugent 
Offertory Kathy Reilly, Errol Pingel Malual and Achol Mawien 
Communion Ministers Ciborium: Lloyd Bailey  

Chalice: Celia Warr, Margaret Wyllie 
Ciborium: Sandra Neale 
Chalice: Susan Tek, Jan Barsby  

Collectors Jenn Stephens, Denise Hopwood Susan Tek, Laurence Kilroy  
Money Counters 
This week (28 June)  
 

Next week (5 July) 

 
Kathy Reedy, Tom Kelly  
 
Tony Meldon, Irene Chelsom  
 

Collections, 14 June:  
                                       Planned Giving      $ 250.00 
                                                Loose      $ 481.50 
                                Tap to Donate      $165.00 

Ozcare (10:30am) 23 June – Mass (Fr Michael) 
 

30 June – Ann Matthew  



 
 



 


