
 

We hold up and remember all those who have died recently:  Max Collins (Brisbane), Narelle Talbot, Elaine Watson (Rockhampton), Hanna Mardini 
(Josephine’s brother), Julie Chardon, Patrick Mullins (Pat Murphy’s brother)  

For the Anniversaries of our loved ones:  Rosanne Joyner, John Nolan, Sarah & Thomas Ward, Albert Sherman, Patricia Ernst, Eileen Flohr, Ian 
Moncrieff, Wildred Davis  

 

and the Anniversaries of the deceased Priests  of the  Diocese:   

Rev Fr Simon O’Dea, Rev Fr Ralph Underwood, Rev Fr Patrick Campbell, Rev Fr Neville Grundy, Rev Fr Joseph Portley, Rev Fr Robert Flynn,  
Rev Msgr John Bennett, Most Rev Basil Roper DD, Rev Fr Jack Clancy,  
 

We hold up in prayer all those who are sick including the following Parishioners:  
Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Thora England, Eileen Garvey, Carmel Graham, Neville Harris, Marion Herzig,  Rita Irwin, Pat Kamler, Elsie Kirby,  
Malcolm Kirby, Aaron Marsh, Margaret Morris, Damian Potter, Joan Potter, Maureen Scheikowski, Vonnie Sherman, Rod Sleba  
 

As well as the following friends & family members: Regina Albion, Alan Benson, Rita Berry, Brian & Hazel Bowtell, Barry Cuthbert (WA), Roslyn Day, 
Maureen Feehelly  (Pat Cullen’s sister), Patrick Fitzgerald (Tim’s son), Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Yvonne & Bruce Gardiner (Brisbane), Gabby 
Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s neice), Frank Hickey, Ralph Hickey, Jim Horder, Kye Johnson (Chris Gwydir’s grandson), Stephen Mackenzie (Pam Hahn’s son), 
Margaret Mackey, Margaret Macarthur-Onslow, Cheryl McCurran,  Mary McCurran, Peter Nolan (Rockhampton), Paul Park, Brian Potter, Rae Reynolds, 
Kevin Schick (Val’s brother), Harley Stewart, Noela Sheriff, Neil Syme, Denis & Ruth Volter, Frank White (Cairns), Martin Yong. 
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     “A Place at the Table for All” 
 

 

    We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, the traditional custodians of this land  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

*** Parish News *** 
Birthdays and anniversaries for July – 
  Norm Lovell (80 on the 26th), Sue O’Neill, Jim Nolan, Joe Saccasan, Barry Turner,  
Vonnie Sherman, Ed Briffa, Gloria McKechnie, Trish Buckle & Alfred Adhil all celebrate their birthdays.    

Don’t forget to let us know when your birthday or wedding anniversary is, or dob-in your spouse.  😊 

 

 

Office Hours – 
 

Please email or call for an appointment. 

Priest Director:              Fr Peter Dorfield 

Parish Leader:               Sr Maria Joyner pbvm 

Chair Parish Council:    Mr Jim Tiernan 

Parish Secretary:            Mrs Noela Nolan  

Safeguard Rep:        Mrs Nicole Rangiira 

School Principal:           Mrs Louise Pfingst 

 Church Opening Hours 
 

Wednesday – 9am-9.45am 

Friday – 9am-9.45am 

 

Email: admin@stanthonysparish.com.au 

Web: www.stanthonysparish.com.au 
 

 

Sea Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 
First Reading – Isaiah 55:10-11 (The rain makes the earth fruitful.) 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 64 – The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
Second Reading – Romans 8:18-23 (All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.)  

Gospel Acclamation -  Alleluia, alleluia!  The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever.  Alleluia! 

Gospel – Matthew 13:1-23 (A sower went out to sow.) 
 

 
 Parish Calendar of Events  

 
 

July 13th – Playgroup resumes 
 School resumes for Term 3 
July 15th – Wednesday mass – NOT live streamed 
 Gospel & Faith Sharing Group 
July 17th - Live stream mass  
July 18th – McGovern baptism 
 
 

Live Stream Mass each Friday at 9.15am – 

see Facebook page or website. 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

re-opening! 

mailto:admin@stanthonysparish.com.au
http://www.stanthonysparish.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Anthonys-Catholic-Parish-Toowoomba/1381437938776893


 
 
 
 
 

We have had several queries from people wanting to continue supporting the parish financially whilst the church is 
closed.  If anyone wishes to do so you have a few options – 

1. Continue placing money in your Planned Giving Envelope and bring with you when church re-opens, 
2. You can make a Direct Deposit into the Parish Account using the following details – 

BSB –      084-961 
Account No –  50898 7184 
Account Name – St Anthony’s Parish 
Reference – either your Envelope number (if in planned giving) or “loose” if not  OR 

3.   If you wish to make a regular Direct Deposit, please contact Noela for assistance. 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes 2020/21: 
  A new set of envelopes is available for collection from the Parish Office. 
  If anyone would like to join the Planned Giving Program please give Noela a call at the office.   

Thank you to those who are continuing with their giving during the church closure.  If making online deposit 
please note that your new envelopes may have a different number to this current year. 
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Prayer of the Week:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Covid Plan for St Anthony’s Parish:  
The St Anthony’s Covid plan - put together in 

consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council - has been 
approved by Bishop Robert.  All the requirements for 
gathering in the church have been put in place – signage, 
entry and exit clearly marked, places to stand and sit 
adhering to social distancing requirements, hand sanitisers and cleaning program in place.  We have a duty of care to 
positively support the health of the wider faith community, so there continue to be issues around restricting numbers in 
the church, social distancing and appropriate cleaning of the church each time it is used.  

The Australian bishops have reminded us that all Catholics are released from their Sunday obligation in these 
times.   

Our Friday 9.15am mass will continue to be live streamed until further notice.    A maximum of 60 
people allowed to attend at this time – no need to book a seat. 

Wednesday weekly mass will re-commence this Wednesday, also with a maximum of 60 people – no 
need to book a seat.  We won’t be streaming this mass. 

Planned Giving Program: If you would like to support our Parish financially, 
this may be done by Direct Debit, or via our weekly envelope system.  

For further information, please contact the Parish Office. 
All contributions are gratefully accepted. 

 

Gracious God, 
Help us believe that you are the One who shields our heart 

against despair, 
against hopelessness, 
against turning cold, 
against indifference. 

Grant us the two beautiful companions of Hope: 
the sacred Anger that things are the way they are, 

 and the Courage to make them the way they ought to be. 
In the name of the One who shows us 

the spirit of deep compassion and justice. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Anthonys-Catholic-Parish-Toowoomba/1381437938776893


No unwell person can attend and those who are older and/or vulnerable are asked to consider their 
attendance.   

Weekend mass at St Patrick’s cathedral will re-commence this week and they will continue to live stream the 
Sunday mass each week.    We hope to advise you all soon when St Anthony’s will also re-commence weekend masses.  

If you would like time for private prayer in the church 
please contact the parish and make an appointment.  We yearn for 
the time we will again be able to celebrate Eucharist together as a 
whole St Anthony’s community. 

 
                  Stage 3 COVID Plans  

We are now able to have 60 people attend our masses.  This is 
based on the 4 sq. metre rule.  Because of this we won’t be taking 
bookings for either the Wednesday or the Friday masses.  
Attendance will be limited to 60 people though!  As part of our 
COVIDSafe Plan we will still need to keep a record of attendees for 
contact tracing (to be kept for 56 days).  To streamline entry to mass 
we will be issuing Mass Cards with a number printed on it.  The 
Parish office will keep a record of everyone’s card number so upon 
arrival you need only write down your card number.  We look 
forward to welcoming more people back to our weekday masses 
and eventually weekend mass at a date as yet to be confirmed. 

 
 

COVID19 Plan – Ways you can help when attending Mass. 
 

 
 Ensure you get a Mass Card for streamlined entry. 

 Maintain 1-5m social distancing at all times. 

 Avoid close contact with anyone who has cold or flu-like 

symptoms 

 Avoid gathering in groups inside the church before and 

after mass. 

 Practice good hygiene. 

 Stay home if you or a member of your family is unwell. 

 Make a booking to attend mass. 

 Enter via the Entry door only.  Exit via the Exit door only. 

 Follow all instructions by the Welcomers and Ushers. 

 Apply hand sanitiser on arrival. 

 Sit only in your allocated seat/s. 

 If unable to walk to communion, use front row seats. 

 Avoid touching surfaces unnecessarily. 

 Say “Peace be with you” and offer a smile, wave, nod or bow for the Sign of Peace.  

 Following instructions on receiving communion. 

 To maintain Social Distancing ALL people, unless seated in front rows, 

MUST come forward to communion. 

 Advise the Parish Office immediately if you suspect you have or have been 

diagnosed with COVID19 in the days after attending a mass. 

 Consider downloading the COVIDSafe App. 



*** Social Justice News *** 

Social Justice Thought for the Week:  

 

Advocacy work of any kind is like sowing seeds – many fall by 
the side of the road but a few take root. Some of our words go 
unheeded and seem to die. Some are heard but are quickly 
forgotten, or lead to opposition. Others are accepted and lead 
to change, transformation and betterment in small ways for 
people.  Always, but particularly now, we are called to be the 
seed of God by responding to those in need, by speaking out 
against injustice and by caring for God’s creation. When we act 
in justice and love - in our families, our communities, and 
beyond - we (even if only one of us) ensure that God’s Word 
does not fall on rocky ground,  does not return empty, but 
achieves God’s purpose in our lives and our world.    
 

 

 

 

 
 

Live-Stream of Mass from St Anthony’s        
 

 
Each Friday we will be live-streaming a weekday mass at 9.15am.  
You can access this via our Facebook page or watch it again later if 
you miss the start.  Click either of the following links to join in.  It will 
also be available through our website.   

 

Facebook          
 

 
 
 

The following web sites provide ready access to view the celebration of Mass. 
 

 

Toowoomba - Sunday Masses are live-streaming at 9am – 
 https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/    Can be watched again later! 
   

Brisbane - Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special events in the life of 
the church from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Parishioners may access live broadcasts at specific times or 
replays of a Mass on-demand.   https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

Melbourne - Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne and is then 

available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass.      

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 

Sydney - Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is recorded and available to view anytime on 

YouTube.        https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home – Aust Catholic Bishops - https://catholic.org.au/prayathome  
 

The following TV shows are also available –  
Mass for You at Home – Channel 10 Sunday 6am or Aurora on Foxtel  
Songs of Praise – ABC Sunday 11.30am.   

 

Next meeting Wednesday, August 5th  
at 5pm in the Community Centre. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Anthonys-Catholic-Parish-Toowoomba/1381437938776893
https://www.facebook.com/St-Anthonys-Catholic-Parish-Toowoomba-1381437938776893
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
https://catholic.org.au/prayathome


Mass is live streamed from  

St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 
        each Sunday at 9:00am. 

 

Facebook 

YouTube 

Website 

 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First reading – Isaiah 55:10-11 

The word that goes out from my mouth does not return to me empty 
Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens 
and do not return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving 
growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word 
that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out 
my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’     The word of God. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 64 
 

R: The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  
 
You care for the earth, give it water, you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over to provide its grain.  R.  
 
And thus you provide for the earth; you drench its furrows, you level it, soften it with showers, you bless its growth.  R.  
 
You crown the year with your goodness.  Abundance flows in your steps, in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.  R.  
 

The hills are girded with joy, the meadows covered with flocks, the valleys are decked with wheat.   
They shout for you, yes, they sing.  R.  
 
Second reading – Romans 8:18-23 

All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God 
I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. 
The whole creation is eagerly waiting for the revealing of God’s sons and daughters. It was not for any fault on the 
part of creation that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the 
hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of 
God. From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; 
and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our 
bodies to be set free.      The word of God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel – Matthew 13:1-23 

A sower went out to sow 
Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds 
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people 
all stood on the beach, and Jesus told them many things in parables. 

https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=4931f7690f&e=f9e970f3aa
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=b9cbf61fc8&e=f9e970f3aa
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=c5f277a327&e=f9e970f3aa
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=fb9ecb4b4d&e=f9e970f3aa


  He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, 
because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, 
they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and 
produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
  Then the disciples went up to Jesus and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ Jesus replied, ‘the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For those who have will 
be given more, and they will have more than enough; but from those who have not, even what they have will be taken 
away. The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or 
understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 
see and see again, but not perceive. 
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 
their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, 
for fear they should see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, 
understand with their heart, 
and be converted and be healed by me. 

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and 
righteous ones longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 

 ‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower.  
When people hear the word of the reign of God without 

understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in their 
heart: these are the ones who received the seed on the edge of the path. 
The one who received it on patches of rock are the ones who hears the 
word and welcome it at once with joy, but have no root.   They do not last; 
let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and they 
fall away at once. Those who receive the seed in thorns are the ones who 
hear the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the 
word and so they produce nothing. And those who receive the seed in rich 
soil are the ones who hear the word and understand it; they are the ones 
who yield a harvest and produce now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’   
The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS for Daily Mass (Australian Liturgical Calendar) head to:  

http://www.universalis.com/Australia/1000/mass.htm Navigate the daily Scripture readings for the week ahead 

using the right-hand column. 

 

A Reflection By Pope Francis 
 

When Jesus spoke, he used simple words and he also used images which were 
examples taken from daily life, in order to be easily understood by all. This is why they listened 
to him willingly and appreciated his message which directly touched their heart. And it was not 
that complicated language which was difficult to understand, as that used by the Doctors of the 
Law of that time, which was not easily understood, was very rigid and distanced people. And 
with this language Jesus made the mystery of the Kingdom of God understood; it was not 
complicated theology. And one example is that of today’s Gospel passage: the parable of the 
sower.  

The sower is Jesus. With this image, we can see that he presents himself as one who does not impose 
himself, but rather offers himself. He does not attract us by conquering us, but by donating himself: he casts seeds. 
With patience and generosity, he spreads his Word, which is not a cage or a trap, but a seed which can bear fruit. 
And how can it bear fruit? If we welcome it.  

Therefore, the parable concerns us especially. In fact, it speaks more of the soil than of the sower. Jesus 
carries out, so to speak, a “spiritual X-ray” of our heart, which is the soil on which the seed of the Word falls. Our 
heart, like the soil, may be good and then the Word bears fruit — and a great deal — but it can also be hard and 
impermeable. This happens when we hear the Word but it bounces off of us, just as on a street: it does not enter.  

http://www.universalis.com/Australia/1000/mass.htm


Between the good soil and the street; the asphalt — if we throw a seed on the “sanpietrini” (cobblestones), 
nothing grows — there are however, two intermediate types of soil which, in different amounts, we can have within 
us. The first, Jesus says, is rocky. Let us try to imagine it: rocky ground is a terrain that “does not have much soil”, so 
the seed sprouts but is unable to put down deep roots. This is how the superficial heart is: it welcomes the Lord, 
wants to pray, love and bear witness, but does not persevere; it becomes tired and 
never “takes off”. It is a heart without depth, where the rocks of laziness prevail over 
the good soil, where love is fickle and fleeting. But whoever welcomes the Lord only 
when they want to does not bear fruit.  

Then, there is the last ground, the thorny one, filled with briars which choke 
the good plants. What do these thorns represent? “The cares of the world and the 
delight in riches”, as Jesus says explicitly. The thorns are the vices which come to 
blows with God, which choke his presence: above all these are the idols of worldly 
wealth, living avidly, for oneself, for possessions and for power. If we cultivate these 
thorns, we choke God’s growth within us. Each of us can recognize his or her big or 
small thorns, the vices that inhabit the heart, those more or less deeply rooted briars 
that God does not like and that prevent us from having a clean heart. It is necessary 
to tear them out, otherwise the Word cannot bear fruit, the seed will not grow.   

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus invites us today to look inside ourselves: to 
give thanks for our good soil and to tend the soil that is not yet good. Let us ask 
ourselves if our heart is open to welcome the seed of the Word of God with faith. Let us ask ourselves if our rocks of 
laziness are still numerous and large; let us identify our thorns of vice and call them by name. Let us find the courage 
to reclaim the soil, to effect a nice conversion of our heart, bringing to the Lord in Confession and in prayer our rocks 
and our thorns. In doing this, Jesus, the Good Sower will be glad to carry out an additional task: purify our hearts by 
removing the rocks and the thorns which choke his Word.  

May the Mother of God, whom we remember today with the title of Blessed Virgin of Mount Carmel, 
unparalleled in welcoming the Word of God and putting it into practice (cf. Lk 8:21), help us to purify our hearts and 
welcome the Lord’s presence there. 

 

The Universal Prayer Sunday July 12
th

 – 15
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Celebrant:   Dear  friends, an abundance of God’s word has been sown in our hearts. Let it now bear a rich 
harvest of prayer for the whole of creation. 

We pray for all of us called to sow the word of God. May our ears and hearts be opened through the sunshine and 

tears of life and may our proclamation of the God News bring a harvest of peace and joy.  (Pause for silent prayer) 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for parents – especially those whose children are in our Sacramental program. May the seeds of love and 

wisdom they sow in young children bear fruit that lasts throughout their lives. (Pause for silent prayer) 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 We pray for the earth, our common home. May we heed its cry of pain and fulfil our duty of care for the world that 

has been entrusted to us.      (Pause for silent prayer)   Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peoples thrust back into poverty by the coronavirus pandemic. May world leaders pledge their full support 

for a new international plan of development.       (Pause for silent prayer)    Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the children of Yemen and other forgotten places of conflict. May their terrible suffering move the warring 

parties to lay down their weapons and work for peace.           (Pause for silent prayer)        Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those most disadvantaged by the economic downturn, especially women, casual workers and the low-

paid. May they be valued for the work they do and receive their fair share of government support.  

(Pause for silent prayer)   Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those involved in the Apostolate of the Sea as they celebrate 100 years of their ministry. May 

governments around the world show respect for fishers and all those who make their living on the oceans.  

(Pause for silent prayer)    Lord, hear our prayer.  



We pray for seafarers denied any shore leave because of Covid-19. May they soon come safely on shore and return 

to their loved ones.             (Pause for silent prayer)   Lord, hear our prayer. 

May Christ bring to everlasting life those who have died, especially from the Corona virus and bring consolation to 

their families. We remember all those we know who have died recently: Hanna Mardini, Julie Chardon, Patrick 

Mullins, Max Collins, Narelle Talbot, Elaine Watson. Our loved ones whose anniversaries are at this time: 

Rosanne Joyner, John Nolan, Sarah & Thomas Ward, Albert Sherman, Patricia Ernst, Eileen Flohr, Ian 

Moncrieff, Wilfrid Davis. The deceased priests of the Diocese ……. And all those who are sick.   

Lord hear our prayer.   

                    
Celebrant  By your word, O God, you made all things, and by your word we are brought to fullness of life. 
Hear our prayers and send us out to sow your seeds of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                 

     
(St Alphonsus) 

 

To our St Anthony’s Parish family, 
 

I am very happy to be back in my Toowoomba home after some days away – days to enjoy sleep-ins, and 
long walks and to take in the beauty of Winter days, lingering sunsets and clear bright night skies. We have now 
passed the Winter Solstice and the time of sunlight in our days is slowly increasing. Winter is often referred to as the 
“Season of Waiting” and we have certainly been immersed in the waiting for life to open up after the isolation of Covid.  

While I was away Noela was part of a Zoom meeting lead by Bishop Robert with priests and leaders from 
most parishes in the Diocese. Bishop Robert and several others shared information about how parishes can keep safe 
during these days as we gradually open up our churches for communal worship. Bishop Robert has also advised that 
he will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Anthony’s on 8th September. As you can see in our 
newsletter, St Anthony’s church can hold 60 people according to the government requirements of one person per 4 sq. 
meters. As of next week we now have two weekday masses - Wednesday and Friday at 9.15am. You are welcome to 
join with us for mass on these days keeping to the requirements outlined in the newsletter. When Fr Peter returns we 
will look at a plan to open up for Sunday masses in the future. The sadness for our community is that we are not yet all 
able to freely come together as we used to do. These restrictions will be with us for some time.  

On July 8th the Missionary Sisters of Service celebrated their foundation day with a gathering via Zoom 
with their sisters in various parts of Australia. The new technology enabled them to connect in with their sisters who 
many had not seen in person for some years. We are very blessed to have Sr Beryl Gleeson and Sr Margaret 
Windsham as members of our St Anthony’s parish. We are all grateful for their presence and outreach to so many in 
our community.  

Recently I heard a radio interview with Graham Barron speaking of the Toowoomba Hospice which provides 
free palliative and respite care for adults with a terminal illness. What a gift it is to the people of Toowoomba. He spoke 
of the vision of Sr Francis Flint (RIP and past member of St Anthony’s Parish) in working tirelessly with the community 
to build the facility and of the many volunteers who enable the work to continue. It brought to mind for me that so many 
of you have been wonderfully generous in your ministry of volunteering for the hospice, for Vinnies, in nursing homes, 
for the parish and many other areas of outreach in the local community. And now with the restrictions of Covid many 
are unable to be involved in the volunteering which has brought much life to you as well. We give thanks for all you 
have done to support so many in our St Anthony’s parish and beyond.  

The BIG NEWS for our parish is that Bishop Robert has appointed Fr Jamie Collins as Parish Priest of St 
Anthony’s for a period of 6 years beginning in September!  We received official notification on Tuesday of this week. 
Fr Jamie has been a much loved pastor in Roma and surrounding communities and is known to many of you. Their 
loss is our gain. You would remember that several weeks ago we prayed especially for Fr Jamie after hearing that he 



had suffered a heart attack and was recovering in hospital in Brisbane. He is still on the road to recovery and is looking 
forward to coming to St Anthony’s.  Fr Gerardo will take Fr Jamie’s place in Roma, and Fr Warren with take Fr Peter 
Doohan’s place in Charleville. Fr Peter has been appointed Parish priest of Helidon and Priest Director of Crow’s Nest.  

The readings for this weekend are uplifting. Jesus asks us to “imagine”. “Imagine a sower going out to 
sow.” Maybe you have a lived on a farm or property where seed sowing is essential to the life of the farm. Perhaps you 
have a small garden or even a pot plant where you have grown some seeds. I’ve noticed that the wattle plant I 
collected from the parish has dropped its small embryonic leaves to leave the thicker leaf-like phyllodes of a more 
mature plant. Miracles of growth happen all around us.  

Perhaps you imagine that you are the soil on which the seeds are sown. Are you a rich, well-manured loam, 
or a very thin, rocky topsoil? Are there other plants already growing there?  Imagine.  You may come to realise that the 
quality of your soil has changed over the years. Who or what has led to these changes? 

Joyce Rupp in her book “ The Circle of Life”  Reflects on Winter in a way that taps into the readings for this 
Sunday and perhaps how we feel when we are no longer able to support people in the way we did pre Covid.  

O Season of Waiting,   
Season of the sheltered seed. 
Call us to be guardians of life, 
Smile through the darkness of long nights 
Remind us that each seed needs a Winter. 
Heal our reluctance to wait for Spring. 
Free us from all that resists the silent waiting. 
These days of Winter waiting have much to teach us. May we have patience in our waiting, a listening ear to 

the voice of the Spirit and creativity in finding new ways to reach out safely to one another.  
May you know and rejoice in the blessings our God gives each day. 
Fr Peter, Noela and I hold you in prayer. 
(Sr) Maria 
 

*** News from outside our Parish *** 
 This Sunday is Sea Sunday, 
when the church prays for those 
who live and work on the sea. Stella Maris, 
Apostleship of the Sea is the official maritime 
welfare agency of the Catholic Church. Today’s 
Appeal supports seafarers both practically and 
spiritually. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
seafarers continue to bring products to sustain 
our population and economy, often at personal 
risk to their health. To support this ministry, 

please send your donations to: bit.ly/seasundayaustralia   (St Anthony’s make an annual donation on behalf of 
parishioners).  For further information, please call: Ros Rajasingam on 0481 910 245 or visit our website: www.aos-
australia.org   
 

. 
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      Date 
 

Readings    Mass 
Times 

                     Parish Life   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 
July 12th                                 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading Isaiah 55:10-11 

Second Reading Romans 8:18-23 
Gospel Matthew 13:1-23 

  

        Sea Sunday 

Monday 
July 13th  

Monday of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 

First Reading Isaiah 1:10-17 

Gospel Matthew 10:34; 11:1 

 School resumes for Term 3 
9am Playgroup 

Tuesday 
July 14th 

Tuesday of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 
First Reading Isaiah 7:1-9 

Gospel Matthew 11:20-24 

  
 

Wednesday 
July 15th                                 

Saint Bonaventure 
First Reading Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16 

Gospel Matthew 11:25-27 

9.15am Mass led by Father Michael 
10am Morning Tea and faith sharing 
10.30am Coordinating Team meeting 

Thursday 
July 16th                                                       

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

First Reading Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 

Gospel Matthew 11:28-30 

  
 

Friday 
July 17th         

Friday of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 
First Reading Isaiah 38:1-6, 7-8, 21-22 

Gospel Matthew 12:1-8 

9.15am Mass led by Father Peter 

   Live stream Mass  

Saturday 
July 18th                                 

Saturday of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 

First Reading Micah 2:1-5 
Gospel Matthew 12:14-21 

  
10am McGovern baptism 

Sunday 
July 19th                                 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Second Reading Romans 8:28-30 

Gospel Matthew 13:44-52 

  
Sacramental Program meeting 
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With more numbers 
being permitted at our 
Friday masses, could 

you please advise the 
office if you no longer require 

your newsletter to be 
delivered to your mailbox.  

Thanks. 
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