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Church Opening Hours

“A Place at the Table for All”

CLOSED TILL FURTHER NOTICE

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, the traditional custodians of this land

Second Sunday of Easter –
First Reading – Acts 2:42-47 The faithful lived together and owned everything in common.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 117 Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting
Second Reading – 1 Peter 1:3-9 He has given us a new birth as his children,
by raising Jesus Christ from the dead.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia!
Gospel – John 20:19-31 After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them.

Parish Calendar of
Events
CHURCH & OFFICE CLOSED
Office visits by appointment ONLY!
Reconciliation by appointment
ONLY!

We hold up and remember all those who have died recently: Kevin Wooldridge, Val La Caze, Hazel Templeton (Bernie Cummings’ sister),
Sr Majella Foster pbvm (past teacher at St Anthony’s)
For the Anniversaries of our loved ones: Colleen Hart, Dorelle Pinington , Norman d’Aranjo, Mary Lee
and the Anniversaries of the deceased Priests of the Diocese:

Rev Msg Leslie Schuhkraft, Rev Fr John Michael, Rev Fr Lex Herzig, Rev Fr Anthony O’Keefe, Rev Fr Roderick Lynch, Rev Fr Leo O’Donohue,
Rev Fr John Concannon, Rev Fr Reginald Prior
We hold up in prayer all those who are sick including the following Parishioners:
Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Thora England, Norm Fechner, Eileen Garvey, Carmel Graham, Neville Harris, Rita Irwin, Pat Kamler, Elsie Kirby,
Malcolm Kirby, Aaron Marsh, Margaret Morris, Damian Potter, Joan Potter, Maureen Scheikowski, Gayle Sherman, Vonnie Sherman, Rod Sleba
As well as the following friends & family members: Regina Albion, Alan Benson, Rita Berry, Brian & Hazel Bowtell, Olivia Brennan (Trish Buckle’s greatgranddaughter), Barry Cuthbert (WA), Roslyn Day, Maureen Feehelly (Pat Cullen’s sister), Patrick Fitzgerald (Tim’s son), Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick
(PBVM), Yvonne & Bruce Gardiner (Brisbane), Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s neice), Frank Hickey, Ralph Hickey, Jim Horder, Stephen Mackenzie (Pam
Hahn’s son), Jim & Margaret Macarthur-Onslow, Cheryl McCurran, Mary McCurran, Paul Murphy (Pat’s son), Paul Park, Brian Potter, Kevin Schick (Val’s
brother), Harley Stewart, Noela Sheriff, Neil Syme, Denis & Ruth Volter, Frank White (Cairns), Martin Yong, Jill, Debbie & Paul.

Please phone or email the office before coming to arrange an appointment. Please follow us on Facebook or check our
Website for any changes. Our Weekly Newsletter will continue to be sent out each Friday, with hard copies available in
front of parish office. If you cannot access our newsletter please let us know so we can assist you or anyone else you
know. Please also contact the Parish Office if you are having difficulty accessing essential items or need any type of
support.

*** Parish News ***
Birthdays and anniversaries for April –
Anne Roche (85 on the 4th), Min Sheehan (100 on the 7th!!), Fr Hermi (55 on the 7th),
Kath Dignien, Elaine Duggan, Veronica Hebron, Martin Tek, David Tutty, Ronni and Nancy Adhil all
celebrate their birthdays.
Tom & Helen Warren, Neville & Kay Dredge (55 yrs on the 24th) and Trevor & Marg Wyllie (40 yrs on the 26th),
celebrate their wedding anniversaries.
Congratulations & best wishes to everyone, especially Min & Anne (sorry we can’t sing happy birthday to you).
Don’t forget to let us know when your birthday or wedding anniversary is.
Resource Corner - Living Justly Blog:
David Tutty (Executive Officer), from the Social Justice Commission has some interesting articles on their
website - Living Justly Blog. https://www.socialjusticetoowoomba.com/blog
The Catholic Leader’s digital edition will be free while Sunday Mass is suspended in Brisbane archdiocese.
https://catholicleader.com.au/
We have had several queries from people wanting to continue supporting the parish financially whilst the church is
closed. If anyone wishes to do so you have a couple of options –
1. Continue placing money in your Planned Giving Envelope and bring with you when church re-opens OR
2. You can make a Direct Deposit into the Parish Account using the following details –
BSB –
084-961
Account No –
50898 7184
Account Name –
St Anthony’s Parish
Reference – either your Envelope number (if in planned giving) or “loose” if not.
Planned Giving Program: If you would like to support our Parish financially,
this may be done by Direct Debit, or via our weekly envelope system.
For further information, please contact the Parish Office.
All contributions are gratefully accepted.
PARISH PASTORAL
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- New edition available from office, some very interesting and thought-provoking articles.

Prayer of the Week:
Prayer to overcome Fear and Doubt
Loving God, I thank you for each new day.
I thank you for the gift of life, and also for the true love
you are showing. Nothing can stop you from loving me.
Lord, help me to forgive those that might wrong me today.
Teach me to stand strong in you.
Let my ways be aligned with yours.
Guide me through temptation. Build my faith in you.
And let me be strong in you in a way that fear and doubt
will not direct my life.
Give me the peace of heart which you promise.
In Jesus’ name, Amen

Commenting on the impact of the coronavirus on the Vatican, Robert
Mickens concluded his report with some advice. I’ll repeat it: “It's said that
laughter is the best medicine. And we'll certainly all go crazy if we don't
try to keep at least some sense of humour in the midst of all this. So,
allow me to pass on some advice:
"Stay calm and don't lose your head." – St John the Baptist
"This is not the Apocalypse." – St John the Evangelist
"Wash your hands often." – Pontius Pilate
"Avoid greeting people with a hug and kiss." – Judas
"Pets and other animals cannot spread this disease." – St Francis of
Assisi
Prayers and blessings,
Br Peter Carroll FMS – Chair of Catholic Religious Australia

*** Social Justice News ***
Social Justice Thought for the Week:
[One] positive fruit of the present health crisis is the feeling of
solidarity. When, in human memory, have the people of all nations
ever felt themselves so united, so equal, so less in conflict than at
this moment of pain? …We have forgotten about building walls.
The virus knows no borders. In an instant it has broken down all the
barriers and distinctions of race, nation, religion, wealth, and power.
We should not revert to that prior time when this moment has
passed. As the Holy Father has exhorted us, we should not waste
this opportunity. Let us not allow so much pain, so many deaths,
and so much heroic engagement on the part of health workers to
have been in vain. Returning to the way things were is the
“recession” of which we should have the most fear.
This is the moment to put into practice something of the prophecy of Isaiah whose fulfillment humanity has long been
waiting for: “They shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks; One nation shall not
raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.” (Is 2:4)
Let us say “Enough!” to the tragic race toward arms. Say it with all your might, you young people, because it is above all
your destiny that is at stake. Let us devote the unlimited resources committed to weapons to the goals that we now
realize are most necessary and urgent: health, hygiene, food, the poverty fight, stewardship of creation. Let us leave to
the next generation a world poorer in goods and money, if need be, but richer in its humanity.
(Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap., 10 April, St Peter's Basilica) Catholic News Agency

To our St Anthony’s Parish family,
This week marks week 4 of the time of changes we have been living with to combat the Corona Virus. A number of
parishioners have volunteered to keep in phone contact with people in the parish and have been enjoying the
conversations. If you would like a regular call please contact the office and we will put you on the list. It is a delight to
be in contact with so many of you in a new way. How are you managing to keep “sane” and positive in these days?
Some have shared that they feel rather adrift: moving from one thing to another and finding it difficult to keep track what
day it is. One couple told me “the house is mine, the yard is his!” Another said “he is writing a book…I am into
genealogy!” (See article on back page). Another said wistfully ‘the house is perfect and I can’t invite anyone in!” This
time of isolation is more difficult for those who have lost their life partners and the aloneness of being home can hang
heavy.
This week we especially remember Charles La Caze and the family who buried their beloved Val in a small graveside
service on Wednesday - 10 only allowed including celebrant and funeral attendants. I have only known Charles and Val
less than 5 years but was moved by Charles’ dedication to Val and by her thoughtful generosity in making sure that
flowers from her garden were given to decorate the tables in the Centre whenever we offered hospitality to families
after the funeral service for their loved one. How sad we were not able to do the same for Val’s family. We extend our
sympathy and prayers to Charles and his family and to others in the parish who are grieving and who are unable to
honour their loved one in the way they would wish because of restrictions at this time. We also give thanks for the
faithfulness of Denis McAleer who brought communion to Val each week for the past 11years.
The readings this week speak of a community of believers in Jesus who gathered together to pray and break bread in
memory of their friend. In the beginning they shared friendship with Jesus and because of this they were friends with
each other. Eventually even those who had not seen Jesus came to love him.
May our eyes be opened to a life-giving encounter with the risen Lord and so know that blessing of Jesus in these days
as we reach out in friendship to one another – ‘ Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”
It also seems that after so many people adhering to the restrictions placed upon us that we are moving from a time of
fear to a time of hope. This week Pope Francis encouraged Christians to learn from the example of St Mary
Magdalene, who “never forgot all the Lord had done for her” and remained faithful “in the face of the impossible – in the
face of tragedy”.
Let us continue to be there for one another and may our faith sustain us in these Easter days.
Nandana, Noela and I hold you in friendship, prayer and love.
(Sr) Maria

Second Sunday of Easter
First reading - Acts 2:42-47 The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread
and to the prayers.
The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone.
The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and shared
out the proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed.
They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their
food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their
community those destined to be saved.
The word of God.
Responsorial Psalm - Ps 117

R - Give thanks to the Lord who is good, his love is everlasting.

Let the children of Israel say: ‘God’s love has no end.’
Let the children of Aaron say: ‘God’s love has no end.’
Let those who fear God say: ‘God’s love has no end.’ R
I was thrust, thrust down and falling but you, O God, were my helper. You are my strength and my song; you are my
saviour. There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. R

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. This is the work of our God, a marvel in our
eyes. This day was made by our God; we rejoice and are glad. R
Second reading - 1 Peter 1:3-9

You did not see Christ, yet you love him.

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s
power will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of
great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when
Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and proved like gold – only it is more precious than gold,
which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will have praise and glory and honour. You
did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious that it
cannot be described, because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the
salvation of your souls.
The word of God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;
happy are those who have not seen me, but still believe!
Alleluia!
Gospel - John 20:19-31 Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them.
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again,
‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said,
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood
among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands.
Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus
said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have
life through his name.
The gospel of the Lord.
SCRIPTURE READINGS for Daily Mass (Australian Liturgical Calendar) head to:
http://www.universalis.com/Australia/1000/mass.htm Navigate the daily Scripture readings for the week ahead
using the right-hand column.

Easter vs Season of Doubt
When we wish happy Easter to each other in words, gestures and feelings we experience a sense of
optimism deep down in our hearts. The core message of Easter is that Jesus rose from the dead and he lives with us, in
us and among us. It is our belief and it was the key belief of Jesus’ disciples and the church throughout the centuries.
Because of the difficult and challenging situation that we are going though now as a world, the reality is that
our hearts are in the grip of fears, doubts and uncertainties. Our hearts must be aching with pain seeing people dying
all over the world and how the poor and less fortunate ones are doubly affected. Perhaps we may be questioning our
own faith in God. We may be asking our own hearts why God allows his people to face a deathly situation like that of
ours.
God’s peace amidst disappointment and doubt
This Sunday Gospel speaks about a similar situation like that of ours. After the death of Jesus, his disciples
had to withdraw into a self-imposed locked down in a hiding place; because Jesus’ death made them disappointed,
frustrated, lose all hope, and doubt all their future. It is in this situation of doubt and uncertainty that Jesus appears to
his disciples and greets them saying “peace be with you” (John 20:19)
Touching the wounds
Thomas wanted to touch Jesus’ wounds in
doubt and wanting to prove whether Jesus was real or
not. Jesus, the wounded healer, always reaches out to
people to touch their hearts and souls and heal their
wounds with his gentle and compassionate life-giving
touch.
Challenges that bring growth
The Second Reading for this Sunday tells us
that just as gold is tested in a furnace to make it purer the
challenges that come our way can help us to grow deeper
in faith and courage (1 Peter1:3-9). Doubting, getting
disappointed, questioning God and faith are an integral
part of our faith life. They could be made use of as
springboards in the growth of our faith.
Indeed, Resurrection is happening
When Corona Virus first struck and people had to go into a locked down situation, everyone wanted to store
up as much food as they could. Everyone was buying, hoarding, quarreling for things and stuff. But later, people came
to understand that they could not go on in that uncharitable and selfish way. Everyone’s life and safety depend on the
life and safety of others. In Italy, elderly people from their apartments threw away on to the streets their money notes,
because they could not use them for fear of spreading the virus. Money became useless, because many doctors and
nurses died. People came to a new realization that they must act together standing together on a common human
ground. People had to have recourse to a new form of mutuality and sharing, unity and solidarity. In many countries like
Germany and Ireland even the private hospitals were turned into public health care centers. This new understanding or
the new consciousness happening now among us reminds us what the First Reading for this Sunday speaks when it
says that the First Christian communities started to live a sharing and caring life which was different from the empire
way of living. This new norm of living based on love, sharing and caring is the imperishable, undefiled and unfading
inheritance that God gives to his people through the Resurrection of Jesus our loving Savior (1 Peter 3-9).
Fr Nandana

The Universal Prayer- Second Sunday of Easter -19th April 2020
Celebrant: Dear friends, on Easter Day Jesus greeted his fearful disciples with peace. Let us take his
greeting to heart and pray in peace for the healing of the world.
May emeritus Pope Benedict, who celebrated his 93rd birthday on Friday, be strengthened by God, so that he will
continue his life of prayer for the Church. May Pope Francis continue to hold up the light of Christ for our world in
these dark times. Lord, hear our prayer.
May we in our community of St Anthony’s remain faithful to our Easter promises, so that our faith in Jesus grows ever
stronger as we encourage one another through our prayers, our outreach and the warmth of our friendship. Lord,
hear our prayer.
May government leaders, scientists and politicians who are beginning to study a way out of the pandemic, find the
right way, always for the good of their people. Lord, hear our prayer.
May we know peace in our hearts, in our homes and in every war-torn land. May this year’s Anzac Day observance
spur us on to work together for a just and peaceful world. Lord, hear our prayer.
May Christ bring to everlasting life those who have died, especially those who have died from the Corona virus.
We remember all those who have died recently: Val La Caze, Kevin Wooldridge, Sr Majella Foster pbvm, (past
teacher at St Anthony’s) Hazel Templeton.
Our loved ones who anniversaries are at this time: Colleen Hart, Dorelle Pinington.
The deceased priests of the Diocese, and all those who are sick. Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant: God of peace, by raising your Son to life you have made all things new. Send us out in the power
of your Spirit as apostles of mercy and compassion. We ask this through Christ, our risen
Lord.

Newsletter:
If you wish to receive the Newsletter via email or post please let us know. The newsletter is currently
being printed on Wednesday afternoon, so if you have an anniversary, etc, please ensure it is received at the
office by midday Wednesday. If anyone has anything they would like to share with others; maybe a story, a
prayer, a video clip, inspiration etc, please email to Noela for inclusion in newsletter. Thanks

The following web sites provide ready access to view the celebration of Mass.

Toowoomba - Sunday Masses led by Bishop McGuckin or Fr Michael O’Brien are now live-streaming at 9am –
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ links below
Brisbane - Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special events in the life of
the church from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Parishioners may access live broadcasts at specific times or
replays of a Mass on-demand. https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
Melbourne - Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri) from St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne and is then
available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass.
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
Sydney - Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is recorded and available to view anytime on
YouTube.
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
Pray at Home – Aust Catholic Bishops - https://catholic.org.au/prayathome
The following TV shows are also available –
Songs of Praise – ABC Sunday 11.30am
Mass for You at Home – Channel 10 Sunday 6am or Aurora on Foxtel

Mass will be live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba
each Sunday at 9:00am.
Facebook
YouTube
Website

PARISH WEEKLY PROGRAM
Date
Sunday
April 19th

Monday
April 20th
Tuesday
April 21st
Wednesday
April 22nd
Thursday
April 23rd
Friday
April 24th
Saturday
April 25th
Sunday
April 26th

Readings
Second Sunday of Easter
First Reading Acts 2:42-47
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel John 20:19-31
Monday of the 2nd Week of Easter
First Reading Act 4:23-31
Gospel John 3:1-8
Tuesday of the 2nd Week of Easter
First Reading Acts 4:32-37
Gospel John 3:7-15
Wednesday of the 2nd Week of Easter
First Reading Acts 5:17-26
Gospel John 3:16-21
Thursday of the 2nd Week of Easter
First Reading Acts 5:27-33
Gospel John 3:31-36
Friday of the 2nd Week of Easter
First Reading Acts 5:34-42
Gospel/Passion John 6:1-15
ANZAC DAY
First Reading Wisdom 3:1-9
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Gospel John 12:23-28

Third Sunday of Easter – Nano Nagle’s Day
First Reading Acts 2:14, 22-33
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17-21
Gospel Luke 24:13-35

ANZAC DAY Prayer
God of love and liberty,
We bring our thanks today for the peace and security
we enjoy,
We remember those who in time of war faithfully
served their country.
We pray for their families, and for ourselves
whose freedom was won at such a cost.
Make us a people zealous for peace,
and hasten that day when nation shall not lift up
sword against nation neither learn war any more.
This we pray in the name of the one who gave his
life for the sake of the world:
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal ©, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)
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