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“A Place at the Table for All”

Church Opening Hours
CLOSED TILL FURTHER NOTICE

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, the traditional custodians of this land

Palm Sunday
of The Passion of The Lord – Yr A
First Reading:
Isaiah 50:4-7
I do not cover my face against insult
and I know I will not be ashamed.
Responsorial Psalm:
My God, My God, why have you
abandoned me?
Second Reading:
Philippians 2:6-11
He humbled himself to become like us
and God raised him on high.
Gospel Acclamation:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to
death, dying on the cross.
Therefore God raised him on high and
gave him a name above all other
names.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
king of endless glory!
Gospel:
Matthew 26:14-27; 27:66
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

We hold up and remember all those who have died recently: John Connolly (Warwick)
For the Anniversaries of our loved ones: Kenn Irwin
and the Anniversaries of the deceased Priests of the Diocese:

Rev Msg Leslie Schuhkraft, Rev Fr John Michael, Rev Fr Lex Herzig,
Rev Fr Anthony O’Keefe, Rev Fr Roderick Lynch, Rev Fr Leo O’Donohue,
Rev Fr John Concannon, Rev Fr Reginald Prior
We hold up in prayer all those who are sick including the following Parishioners:
Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Thora England, Norm Fechner, Eileen Garvey, Carmel Graham,
Neville Harris, Rita Irwin, Pat Kamler, Elsie Kirby, Malcolm Kirby, Aaron Marsh, Margaret Morris,
Damian Potter, Joan Potter, Maureen Scheikowski, Gayle Sherman, Vonnie Sherman, Rod Sleba
As well as the following friends & family members: Regina Albion, Alan Benson, Rita Berry, Brian &
Hazel Bowtell, Olivia Brennan (Trish Buckle’s great-granddaughter), Barry Cuthbert (WA), Roslyn Day,
Maureen Feehelly (Pat Cullen’s sister), Patrick Fitzgerald (Tim’s son), Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick
(PBVM), Yvonne & Bruce Gardiner (Brisbane), Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s neice), Frank Hickey,
Ralph Hickey, Jim Horder, Stephen Mackenzie (Pam Hahn’s son), Jim & Margaret Macarthur-Onslow,
Cheryl McCurran, Mary McCurran, Paul Murphy (Pat’s son), Paul Park, Brian Potter, Kevin Schick (Val’s
brother), Harley Stewart, Noela Sheriff, Neil Syme, Denis & Ruth Volter, Frank White (Cairns), Martin
Yong, Jill, Debbie & Paul.

*ALL MASSES SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE*
***

Parish Calendar of Events
CHURCH & OFFICE CLOSED
Office visits by appointment ONLY!
Reconciliation by appointment ONLY!

*** Parish News ***
Birthdays and anniversaries for March –
Anne Roche (85 on the 4th), Min Sheehan (100 on the 7th!!), Fr Hermi (55 on the 7th),
Kath Dignien, Elaine Duggan, Veronica Hebron, Martin Tek, David Tutty, Ronni and Nancy Adhil all
celebrate their birthdays.
Tom & Helen Warren, Neville & Kay Dredge (55 yrs on the 24th) and Trevor & Marg Wyllie (40 yrs on the 26th), celebrate
their wedding anniversaries.
Congratulations & best wishes to everyone, especially Min & Anne (sorry we can’t sing happy birthday to you).
Don’t forget to let us know when your birthday or wedding anniversary is.

Please phone or email the office before coming to arrange an appointment. Please follow us on
Facebook or check our Website for any changes. Our Weekly Newsletter will continue to be sent out
each Friday, with hard copies available in front of parish office. If you cannot access our newsletter
please let us know so we can assist you or anyone else you know. Please also contact the Parish
Office if you are having difficulty accessing essential items or need any type of support.
We have had several queries from people wanting to continue supporting the parish financially whilst
the church is closed. If anyone wishes to do so you have a couple of options –
1. Continue placing money in your Planned Giving Envelope and bring with you when church reopens OR
2. You can make a Direct Deposit into the Parish Account using the following details –
BSB –
084-961
Account No –
50898 7184
Account Name –
St Anthony’s Parish
Reference – either your Envelope number (if in planned giving) or “loose” if not.
Planned Giving Program: If you would like to support our Parish financially,
this may be done by Direct Debit, or via our weekly envelope system.
For further information, please contact the Parish Office.
All contributions are gratefully accepted.
PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Jim Tiernan - Chairperson
Fr Peter
Fr Nandana
Mick Gorring
Louise Pfingst
Ed Briffa
Sr Maria Joyner
David Tutty
Chris Gwydir

PARISH FINANCE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PARISH
CO-ORDINATING TEAM

Tony Meldon - Chair
Tom Warren
Greg Bowdler
Peter Hanna
Keith Shepherd
Trish Zeller
Fr Peter
Noela Nolan

Celia Warr
Sr Maria Joyner
Tim Fitzgerald
Lloyd Bailey
Fr Nandana

Australian Catholics: Available.
Horizons: Available.
Majellan Magazine: Available - $4 ea
Catholic Leader: Available online only.
Circle Dancing:
Parish Coordinating Team:
Wednesday Morning Tea & Faith Sharing:
Social Justice Group:
The Swag: Available - $1
- New edition available, some very interesting and thought-provoking articles.

Prayer of the Week:
Be Opened…
Silent God, even in the stillness, you never abandon your people.
Your heart breaks open in the extreme depths of our human suffering.
We believe in your power to bring life from situations of death.
May the whole world know the transforming power of your love,
a love that brings light from darkness and new life from death
with and in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Resource Corner - Living Justly Blog:
David Tutty (Executive Officer), from the Social Justice Commission has some interesting articles on their
website - Living Justly Blog. https://www.socialjusticetoowoomba.com/blog
The Catholic Leader’s digital edition will be free while Sunday Mass is suspended in Brisbane
archdiocese. https://catholicleader.com.au/

Dear Everyone,
It seems that this week I have been connecting with more people
through phone and email than I would usually meet face to face!
There are so many wonderful links on the internet that help us to
engage in many uplifting ways. For those who don’t have internet,
Mass for you at home on Channel 10 at 6am on Sunday and
Songs of Praise on ABC at 11.30am on Sundays are programs
that nurture our life of faith.
In the midst of these uncertain times we are finding new ways to reach out and support one another. For those of you who
have internet – keep exploring sites that are life-giving for you. Send us snippets that you find helpful and perhaps stories
of experiences where people have reached out to each other.
One parishioner I spoke with this week told of his shopping expedition at Drayton. A young girl approached him with a
bunch of flowers. ‘These are for you’! In the next aisle he met a friend and passed the flowers on to her. As he walked
down the next aisle another young girl said – ‘I see you have no flowers - we are giving them away for free’. And gave him
another bunch!! He later gave them away to his sister who was happy to receive them. Acts of kindness are a great way
of spreading joy.
This week we begin Passion Week where we enter into the suffering of Jesus in the last week of his life. Normally we
begin with the procession of Palms at the church. We always collect the flat palms from the trees in Clare Bowdler’s yard
and we’ll still collect them this week - thank you Clare. Fr Nandana will bless them and later they will be burnt to use for
Ash Wednesday next year. Some of you may like to attach a Palm branch or greenery to your front door as a
reminder of the day. There will be some palms outside the Parish Office on Friday for anyone who wishes to collect.
During the week I read that up until the Black Plague which ravaged Europe in the Middle Ages, it was only rarely that the
Christian cross carried the body of Jesus on it. The early Christians focused on the fact that Jesus is risen – he is no
longer on the cross. But in that time of suffering, artists and ordinary people began to place the body of Christ on the cross
as a visual sign that Jesus suffered too as we suffer in life. Our sufferings, great and small, are joined with the sufferings
of Jesus. Perhaps in these days of Holy Week we could put a cross or crucifix in a visible place in our home to remind
us Christ does not gaze down on us “from a distance”; he walks with us - day by day.
Pope Francis continues to inspire us (you can look up his ”Urbi et orbi” Blessing on 27th March) and reminds us that while
keeping ourselves and our loved ones safe, we are to look outwards and pray for those most affected by this pandemic.
Let us pray together for doctors, hospital staff and volunteers who are giving their own lives to save others. And for civil
leaders, for those who have to make decisions at this time. All these people are the pillars defending us in this crisis ...
The God of tenderness will heal us of all life's wounds and of all the bad things we have done. Returning to God means
returning to an embrace, the embrace of the Creator.
(Pope Francis, homily, 20 March)
Nandana, Noela and I hold you in our prayer.
May we give thanks for God’s blessings each day.
(Sr) Maria
Toowoomba Diocesan Delegates to the Plenary Council:






Bishop Robert McGuckin
Fr John Quinlan (Vicar General)
Fr Franco Filipetto
Dr Mark Stephen Copland
Mrs Patrice Catherine Riordan
We continue to hold the Plenary process in our prayer.

If anyone who would like their name
and/or a message put on
Min Sheehan’s 100th Birthday card,
please call or email the office before
midday on Tuesday.

*** Social Justice News ***
Social Justice Thought for the Week:
‘To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on
the fact that human history is a history not only of cruelty, but also of
compassion, sacrifice, courage, kindness. What we choose to
emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives. If we see
only the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. If we remember
those times and places—and there are so many—where people have
behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to act, and at least the
possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a different direction.
And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t have to wait for
some grand utopian future. The future is an infinite succession of
presents, and to live now as we think human beings should live, in
defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvellous victory.’
(Howard Zinn)

Sixth Sunday of Lent
5th April
Dominic, 47 is a former teacher and father of six from Papua New Guinea. In 2016,
he became involved with the Caritas Australia’s Safe House and Family Anonymous
programs and turned a difficult life and an unhappy relationship around. The
program provides gender-based violence prevention training, counselling services
and safe accommodation for women and children survivors of violence. Now a
community trainer, he works with other men to help them to change their behaviour
and build more harmonious family lives. Dominic and his wife, Christophylda say that
their relationship has been transformed – and their family life is now harmonious,
happy and safe.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support the Safe House
project and help bring greater harmony to families in Papua New Guinea.

Let’s Go Further, Together.

In this current time you can donate by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. Those
with boxes and envelopes can return when church re-opens.
A Short Message from Catherine at Caritas –
My thoughts and prayers are with you all as we all come to terms with what is now our new normal amidst
COVID-19. It is certainly a different period in all our lives.
Thank you everyone for your continued support of Project Compassion. In these challenging times, your
kindness and solidarity can make a world of difference to the lives of the most vulnerable.
In light of no Masses or gatherings at the present time, please see below how we are proceeding with this
year's Project Compassion donations.
We recommend cash donations (envelopes and boxes) be held and returned to parish when church reopens. You may also donate via
 Phone 1800 024 413
 Visit https://www.caritas.org.au and clicking the donate now option
 Send a cheque to GPO Box 9830 Sydney NSW 2000
 Or mail or fax this Donation Form

Coronavirus update:

Our office remains closed to visitors unless prior appointment is made either by phone or
email. We regret that these protocols are in place, but the health and safety of our community is
paramount and ask that everyone understand.
Daily alerts & information from the Australian Health Department are available via following link –
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
Local information can be accessed from the Qld Health site https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19
Please refer to our Parish Newsletter for any changes or updates.

You are reminded NOT to leave home if you are unwell
or have been in contact with anyone who has
or may have COVID-19.

The time to hibernate is
here!

Newsletter:
If you wish to receive the Newsletter via email or post please let us know. The newsletter is
currently being printed on Wednesday afternoon, so if you have an anniversary, etc, please ensure it is
received at the office by midday Wednesday. If anyone has anything they would like to share with others;
maybe a story, a prayer, a video clip, inspiration etc, please email to Noela for inclusion in newsletter. Thanks

The following web sites provide ready access to view the celebration of Mass.
Toowoomba - Sunday Masses led by Bishop McGuckin are available –

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/

Brisbane - Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special
events in the life of the church from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Parishioners may
access live broadcasts at specific times or replays of a Mass on-demand.
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
Melbourne - Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri) from St Patrick’s Cathedral in
Melbourne and is then available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the next
1.00pm Mass.
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
Sydney - Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is recorded and available
to view anytime on YouTube.
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
Pray at Home – Aust Catholic Bishops - https://catholic.org.au/prayathome

The following TV shows are also available –
Songs of Praise – ABC Sunday 11.30am
Mass for You at Home – Channel 10 Sunday 6am or Aurora on Foxtel

PARISH WEEKLY PROGRAM
Date
Sunday
April 5th

Monday
April 6th
Tuesday
April 7th
Wednesday
April 8th
Thursday
April 9th
Friday
April 10th
Saturday
April 11th

Sunday
April 12th

Readings
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7
Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel Matthew 26:14; 27:66
Monday of Holy Week
First Reading Isaiah 42:1-7
Gospel John 12:1-11
Tuesday of Holy Week
First Reading Isaiah 49:1-6
Gospel John 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday of Holy Week
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9
Gospel Matthew 26:14-25
Thursday of The Lord’s Supper
First Reading Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Gospel John 13:1-15
Friday of The Passion of The Lord
First Reading Isaiah 52:13; 53:12
Second Reading Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Gospel/Passion John 18:1; 19:42
The Easter Vigil
First Reading Genesis 1:1; 2:2
Second Reading Exodus 14:15; 15:1
Third Reading Ezekiel 36:16-28
Epistle Romans 6:3-11
Gospel Luke 24:1-12

Easter Sunday
First Reading Acts 10:34, 37-43
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel John 20:1-9

Readings, Prayers & Homily for this Sunday – Palm Sunday
First Reading – A reading from the prophet Isaiah (50:4-7)
God has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply to the wearied God provides me with speech
and each morning wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple God has opened my ear. For my part, I made no
resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. God comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. So, too,
I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.
The word of God.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 21
Response – My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?.
1. All who see me deride me. They curl their lips, they toss their heads. ‘You relied on your God, let God save
you. If your God is your friend, let God rescue me.’
2. Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the wicked beset me. They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
I can count every one of my bones.
3. They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots for my robe. O God, do not leave me alone, my
strength, make haste to help me!
4. I will tell of your name to my kinsfolk and praise you where they are assembled. ‘You who fear God give
praise; all descendants of Jacob, give glory. Revere God, Israel’s children.’
Second Reading – A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians (2:6-11)
Christ Jesus, though in the image of God, did not cling to equality with God but emptied himself to assume the condition
of a slave, and became like us; and being like us, Christ Jesus was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a
cross. But God raised Jesus high and gave him the name which is above all other names so that all beings in the
heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should
acclaim Jesus Christ as savior to the glory of God the Most High.
The word of God.
Gospel – The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (26:14-27:66)
Key: N. Narrator. ✠ Jesus. O. Other single speaker. C. Crowd, or more than one speaker.
N. One of the Twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said,
O. What are you prepared to give me if I hand him over to you?
N. They paid him thirty silver pieces, and from that moment he looked for an opportunity to betray him.
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus to say,
C. Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the passover?
N. He replied:
✠ Go to so-and-so in the city and say to him, ‘The Master says: My time is near. It is at your house that I am
keeping Passover with my disciples.’
N. The disciples did what Jesus told them and prepared the Passover.
When evening came he was at table with the twelve disciples. And while they were eating he said:
✠ I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray me.
N. They were greatly distressed and started asking him in turn,
C. Not I, Lord, surely?
N. He answered,
✠ Someone who has dipped his hand into the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man is going to his fate, as
the scriptures say he will, but alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! Better for that man if he had never
been born!
N. Judas, who was to betray him, asked in his turn,
O. Not I, Rabbi, surely?
N. Jesus answered:
✠ They are your own words.
N. Now as they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said:
✠ Take it and eat; this is my body.
N. Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, saying:

✠ Drink, all of you, from this, for this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins. From now on, I tell you, I shall not drink wine until the day I drink the new wine with you in the
kingdom of my Father.
N. After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them,
✠ You will all lose faith in me this night, for the scripture says: I shall strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered, but after my resurrection I shall go before you to Galilee.
N. At this, Peter said,
O. Though all lose faith in you, I will never lose faith.
N. Jesus answered him,
✠ I tell you solemnly, this very night, before the cock crows, you will have disowned me three times.
N. Peter said to him,
O. Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.
N. And all the disciples said the same.
Then Jesus came with them to a small estate called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
✠ Stay here while I go over there to pray.
N. He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him. And sadness came over him, and great distress. Then he
said to them,
✠ My soul is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here and keep awake with me.
N. And going on a little further he fell on his face and prayed:
✠ My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you, not I, would have it.
N. He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter:
✠ So you had not the strength to keep awake with me one hour? You should be awake, and praying not to be put to
the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.
N. Again, a second time, he went away and prayed:
✠ My Father, if this cup cannot pass by without my drinking it, your will be done!
N. And he came back again and found them sleeping, their eyes were so heavy. Leaving them there, he went away
again and prayed for the third time, repeating the same words. Then he came back to the disciples and said to them,
✠ You can sleep on now and take your rest. Now the hour has come when the Son of Man is to be betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Get up! Let us go! My betrayer is already close at hand.
N. He was still speaking when Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared, and with him a large number of men armed with
swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and elders of the people. Now the traitor had arranged a sign with them. He
had said,
O. ‘The one I kiss, he is the man. Take him in charge.’
N. So he went straight up to Jesus and said,
O. Greetings, Rabbi.
N. and kissed him. Jesus said to him,
✠ My friend, do what you are here for.
N. Then they came forward, seized Jesus and took him in charge. At that, one of the followers of Jesus grasped his
sword and drew it; he struck out at the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear. Jesus then said,
✠ Put your sword back, for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to my
Father who would promptly send more than twelve legions of angels to my defence? But then, how would the scriptures
be fulfilled that say this is the way it must be?
N. It was at this time that Jesus said to the crowds,
✠ Am I a brigand, that you had to set out to capture me with swords and clubs? I sat teaching in the Temple day
after day and you never laid hands on me.
N. Now all this happened to fulfil the prophecies in scripture. Then all the disciples deserted him and ran away.
The men who had arrested Jesus led him off to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were
assembled. Peter followed him at a distance, and when he reached the high priest’s palace, he went in and sat down
with the attendants to see what the end would be.
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus, however false, on which they
might pass the death sentence. But they could not find any, though several lying witnesses came forward. Eventually
two stepped forward and made a statement,
O. This man said: ‘I have power to destroy the Temple of God and in three days build it up.’
N. The high priest then stood up and said to him,
O. Have you no answer to that? What is this evidence these men are bringing against you?
N. But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him,
O. I put you on oath by the living God to tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.
N. Jesus answered:

✠ The words are your own. Moreover, I tell you that from this time onward you will see the Son of Man seated at the
right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.
N. At this, the high priest tore his clothes and said,
O. He has blasphemed. What need of witnesses have we now? There! You have just heard the blasphemy. What is
your opinion?
N. They answered,
C. He deserves to die.
N. Then they spat in his face and hit him with their fists; others said as they struck him,
C. Play the prophet, Christ! Who hit you then?
N. Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came up to him and said,
O. You too were with Jesus the Galilean.
N. But he denied it in front of them all, saying:
O. I do not know what you are talking about.
N. When he went out to the gateway another servant-girl saw him and said to the people there,
O. This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.
N. And again, with an oath, he denied it:
O. I do not know the man.
N. A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter,
C. You are one of them for sure! Why, your accent gives you away.
Then he started calling down curses on himself and swearing:
O. I do not know the man.
N. At that moment the cock crew, and Peter remembered what Jesus had said, ‘Before the cock crows you will have
disowned me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly.
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people met in council to bring about the death of
Jesus. They had him bound, and led him away to hand him over to Pilate, the governor.
When he found that Jesus had been condemned, Judas his betrayer was filled with remorse and took the thirty
silver pieces back to the chief priests and elders, saying:
O. I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood.
N. They replied:
C. What is that to us? That is your concern.
N. And flinging down the silver pieces in the sanctuary he made off and hanged himself. The chief priests picked up
the silver pieces and said,
C. It is against the Law to put this into the treasury: it is blood-money.
N. So they discussed the matter and bought the potter’s field with it as a graveyard for foreigners, and this is why the
field is called the Field of Blood today. The words of the prophet Jeremiah were then fulfilled: And they took the thirty
silver pieces, the sum at which the precious One was priced by children of Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s
field, just as the Lord directed me.
Jesus, then, was brought before the governor, and the governor put to him this question:
O. Are you the king of the Jews?
N. Jesus replied,
✠ It is you who say it.
N. But when he was accused by the chief priests and the elders he refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to him,
O. Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against you?
N. But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply to any of the charges.
At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. Now there
was at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them,
O. Which do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?
N. For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. Now as he was seated in the chair of
judgement, his wife sent him a message,
O. Have nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all day by a dream I had about him.
N. The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas and the
execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them,
O. Which of the two do you want me to release for you?
N. they said,
C. Barabbas.
N. Pilate said to them:
O. But in that case, what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ?
N. They all said:
C. Let him be crucified!

N. Pilate asked:
O. Why? What harm has he done?
N. But they shouted all the louder,
C. Let him be crucified!
N. Then Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he took some water,
washed his hands in front of the crowd and said,
O. I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern.
N. And the people, to a man, shouted back,
C. His blood be on us and on our children!
N. Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first scourged and then handed over to be
crucified.
The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the whole cohort round him. Then
they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a crown they put this on his
head and placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him saying,
C. Hail, king of the Jews!
N. And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And when they had finished making
fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led him away to crucify him.
On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. When
they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed with gall,
which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they shared out his clothing by casting lots,
and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him.
Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ At the same time
two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.
The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said,
C. So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come
down from the cross!
N. The chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way, saying:
C. He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we
will believe in him. He puts his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he wants him. For he did say, ‘I am the son of
God.’
N. Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way.
From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried
out in a loud voice,
✠ Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?
N. That is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When some of those who stood there heard this, they
said,
C. The man is calling on Elijah.
N. and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and, putting it on a reed, gave it him to
drink. The rest of them said:
C. Wait! See if Elijah will come to save him.
N. But Jesus, again crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit.
Here all kneel and pause for a short time.
At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs
opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his resurrection, came out of the tombs,
entered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together with the others guarding
Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that was taking place, and they were terrified and said,
C. In truth this was a son of God.
N. And many women were there, watching from a distance, the same women who had followed Jesus from Galilee
and looked after him. Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of
Zebedee’s sons.
When it was evening, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, called Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of
Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate thereupon ordered it to be handed over. So
Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean shroud and put it in his own new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock.
He then rolled a large stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away. Now Mary of Magdala and the other Mary
were there, sitting opposite the sepulchre.
Next day, that is, when Preparation Day was over, the chief priests and the Pharisees went in a body to Pilate and
said to him,

C. Your Excellency, we recall that this impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I shall rise again.’
Therefore give the order to have the sepulchre kept secure until the third day, for fear his disciples come and steal him
away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ This last piece of fraud would be worse than what went before.
N. Pilate said to them:
O. You may have your guard. Go and make all as secure as you know how.
N. So they went and made the sepulchre secure, putting seals on the stone and mounting a guard.
Homily by Fr Nandana
Today’s celebration can be said to be Bittersweet. It is joyful and
sorrowful at the same time. We celebrate the Lord’s entrance into
Jerusalem to the cries of his disciples who acclaim a king. Yet we
also solemnly proclaim the Gospel account of his passion.
The events that occurred on Palm Sunday were an authentic
people’s demonstration, massive and passionate, where the most
profound feelings of faith in God the Liberator in their Messiah
blended with political sentiments of the various groups. The
Zealots [Nationalistic Militant Group] and the disciples anticipated
a concrete triumph of the ideals of justice of the kingdom of God.
The people waited for freedom, not knowing what road to take.
Expectations are varied, although everyone shares some common sentiments. Palm Sunday was not, an orderly
religious procession with palm branches silently waving to the rhythm of religious songs. Palm Sunday was one of
turmoil. On the other hand Jesus chose to go to Jerusalem not only to celebrate Jewish Passover which is an annual
festival of Israelite’s liberation from slavery in Egypt but to liberate people from the new forms of religious and political
slavery at the time of Jesus. Today we too must be aware of the so-called ‘sinful structures’ that victimise us in our time
and place.
A Leader WHO is Meek and Humble
As we enter into the reading of the passion today which characters speak to us?
Peter, the prominent apostle is humiliated. He is a ‘brother’ of Judas, but he turned back to his master. Peter defended
Jesus. He carried a sword and when Jesus was about to be arrested he did not hesitate to draw it and fight for him.
Peter did not understand Jesus either, for he relied on a sword. We at times want to be a good Christian on our own
terms. We make rules to decide who is a good or a bad Christian and we always win by these rules. Peter was confident
he could play his game, but he got humiliated. The experience might have helped him a lot to become a truly Christian
leader in the early church, not to be impetuous and over-confident, but to be humble and aware of his human fragility.
Looking into Ourselves…
Is my life asleep, like that of the disciples who slept while the Lord suffered? “Am I like Judas, who pretended to love,
and kissed the Master to give him over, entertaining to humiliate Jesus?
Am I like the soldiers who strike the Lord, spit upon him, insult him, have fun humiliating him?
Am I like Simon from Cyrene who was returning from work, tired, but who had the good will to help the Lord carry the
cross?
Am I like those who passed in front of the cross and joked about Jesus: He was so courageous! “Let him come down
from the cross and we will believe in him!” Joking about Jesus…
Am I like those courageous women, and like Jesus’ Mother, who were there, suffering in silence?
Am I like Joseph of Arimathea, the hidden disciple, who carried Jesus’ body with love, to put him in the tomb?
Am I like the 2 Marys who remain at the tomb crying, praying?
Am I like those leaders who on the following day went to Pilate to say: “Look, he said that he would be raised. Make sure
that more deception does not happen!” and hold back life, block the tomb to defend doctrine, so that life does not come
out?
Where is my heart? Which of these people am I like? May this question accompany us this whole week.
When Suffering is not painful but Temporal...
So, as we participate in the liturgy of Holy Week, let us not concentrate simply on the suffering of Jesus as if there was
something good about suffering. Those suffering only have meaning because they lead to resurrection, new life and new
joy. The pain and suffering of our lives are not the punishment of God, still less are they to be sought out. Suffering,
pain, sickness are not in themselves desirable. They become, however, a source of good when they help us to become
more mature, more loving, more caring, more sympathetic people - in other words when they lead us to be more like
Jesus himself, when they lead to our liberation and the liberation of others.
Nandana

Prayers of the Faithful
Celebrant: Sisters and brothers, on this Passion Sunday we unite the sufferings of the world with the
sufferings and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
By the Cross of Jesus we pray with gratitude for the leaders of our community and church for the strong stance they are
taking in safeguarding our community and the call to everyone to be their best selves. Lord hear our prayer.
By the Cross of Jesus may the fears and anxieties of humanity in the midst of this coronavirus pandemic be calmed:
those sick and their apprehensive families, those now isolated because of age or other illnesses, those without income
or facing homelessness. Lord hear our prayer.
By the Cross of Jesus may the courage of many be sustained: those who care for the sick and dying, those who are
engaged in research, those who are developing public policies. Lord hear our prayer.
By the Cross of Jesus may our concern be for those who are particularly vulnerable: those across the world who live in
dire poverty, those trapped in places of war and violence, those living in refugee camps. Lord hear our prayer.
By the Cross of Jesus may justice be given to all now financially struggling: those whose employment has ceased or is
threatened, those distressed about their children, those charities whose donations have dried up. Lord hear our prayer.
By the cross of Jesus we pray with hope for those in crisis: for families in difficult situations in Papua New Guinea finding
support through Project Compassion, for those still struggling after the bushfires, for farmers and communities still
struggling because of the drought. Lord hear our prayer.
We pray with trust in the mercy of God: for those who have died of the coronavirus.
For all those who have died recently: John Connolly, Our loved ones who anniversaries are at this time: Kenn Irwin
The deceased priests of the Diocese, and all those who are sick. Lord hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Loving and compassionate God, you are close to us. Though the church buildings are closed we, the
living church, will keep our hearts open to receive your love and to share it with others. Through Christ our
Lord.

(St. Alphonsus Liguori)
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