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NEWSLETTER
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“A Place at the Table for All”

Please email or call for an appointment.

Church Opening Hours
CLOSED TILL FURTHER NOTICE

We acknowledge the living culture of the Giabal and Jarowair peoples, the traditional custodians of this land

Fifth Sunday of Lent – Yr A
First Reading:
Ezekiel 37:12-14
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will
live.
Responsorial Psalm:
With God there is mercy and fullness
of redemption.
Second Reading:
Romans 8:8-11
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead is living in you, then he
will give life to your own mortal bodies.
Gospel Acclamation:
Glory to you, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the resurrection and the life, says
the Lord;
Whoever believes in me will not die for
ever.
Glory to you, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!
Gospel:
John 11:1-45
I am the resurrection and the life.

We hold up and remember all those who have died recently:
For the Anniversaries of our loved ones: Don Stephens, Kenn Irwin
and the Anniversaries of the deceased Priests of the Diocese:

Fr Dominic Burke, Fr Hector Thomas Sheeran, Fr Joseph Skelly, Fr Kevin Ryan, Fr Bernard Kane,
Fr Derick Furness, Fr Ronald Walton, Fr Patrick Brady
We hold up in prayer all those who are sick including the following Parishioners:
Daniel Bell, Brian Conrick, Thora England, Norm Fechner, Eileen Garvey, Carmel Graham,
Neville Harris, Rita Irwin, Pat Kamler, Elsie Kirby, Malcolm Kirby, Aaron Marsh, Margaret Morris,
Damian Potter, Joan Potter, Maureen Scheikowski, Gayle Sherman, Vonnie Sherman, Rod Sleba
As well as the following friends & family members: Regina Albion, Alan Benson, Rita Berry, Brian &
Hazel Bowtell, Barry Cuthbert (WA), Roslyn Day, Maureen Feehelly (Pat Cullen’s sister), Patrick
Fitzgerald (Tim’s son), Sr Zoe (Christina) Fitzpatrick (PBVM), Yvonne & Bruce Gardiner (Brisbane),
Gabby Hanlon (Marie Heslop’s neice), Frank Hickey, Ralph Hickey, Jim Horder, Stephen Mackenzie
(Pam Hahn’s son), Jim & Margaret Macarthur-Onslow, Cheryl McCurran, Mary McCurran, Paul Murphy
(Pat’s son), Paul Park, Brian Potter, Kevin Schick (Val’s brother), Harley Stewart, Noela Sheriff, Neil
Syme, Denis & Ruth Volter, Frank White (Cairns), Martin Yong, Jill, Debbie & Paul.

*ALL MASSES SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE*
***

Parish Calendar of Events
CHURCH & OFFICE CLOSED
Office visits by appointment ONLY!
Reconciliation by appointment ONLY!

*** Parish News ***
Birthdays and anniversaries for March –
Neville Dredge (80 on the 5th), Helen & Tom Warren, Laurie Corcoran, Isadore,
Bernica Stevens, Michael Rooke, Trish Zeller, Ken Waters, David Waters, Joe Wagner, Fr
Nandana, Navan (40 on the 14th), Yano and Monica Gundry all celebrate their birthdays.
John & Marion Herzig and Tim & Cushla Randall celebrate their wedding anniversaries.
Fr Hermi celebrated 20 yrs ordained last month. Congratulations & best wishes to everyone.
Don’t forget to let us know when your birthday or wedding anniversary is.

Planned Giving Program: If you would like to support our Parish financially,
this may be done by Direct Debit, or via our weekly envelope system.
For further information, please contact the Parish Office.
All contributions are gratefully accepted.
PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Jim Tiernan - Chairperson
Fr Peter
Fr Nandana
Mick Gorring
Louise Pfingst
Ed Briffa
Sr Maria Joyner
David Tutty
Chris Gwydir

PARISH FINANCE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PARISH
CO-ORDINATING TEAM

Tony Meldon - Chair
Tom Warren
Greg Bowdler
Peter Hanna
Keith Shepherd
Trish Zeller
Fr Peter
Noela Nolan

Celia Warr
Sr Maria Joyner
Tim Fitzgerald
Lloyd Bailey
Fr Nandana

Australian Catholics: Available.
Horizons: Available.
Majellan Magazine: Available - $4 ea
Catholic Leader: Available online only.
Circle Dancing:
Parish Coordinating Team:
Wednesday Morning Tea & Faith Sharing:
Social Justice Group:
The Swag: Available - $1
- New edition available, some very interesting and thought-provoking articles.

Prayer of the Week:

Be Opened…to Believe
God of freedom, you remove all that binds us into patterns of death
and breathe new life into every worn-out soul.
We cry to you for release from all that binds us.
Roll away the stone that blocks; loosen the tightness of our lives;
call us forth from the tomb of our despair into the newness of life.
We ask this prayer in the name of your Son, Jesus,
who is the Life of the world. Amen.

*** Social Justice News ***
Social Justice Thought for the Week:
Pope Francis addressed the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic for
our future. The current crisis will help to remind us “that humanity is a single
community,” he said. It will teach us that “universal kinship” is important and
critical. We should think about it like a “post-war” phenomenon. “It will no
longer be ‘them’. It will be ‘us’, because we can only come out of this
situation together.” Pope Francis concluded by saying: “We will need to look
even more closely at our roots: our grandparents, the elderly.” We will need
“to build true kinship amongst us."
(Pope Francis, La Stampa, 20 March, 2020)

Resource Corner - Living Justly Blog:
The Social Justice Commission have a new post on their blog, Living Justly. David Tutty (Executive Officer,
Social Justice Commission) has written about what it means to acknowledge Australia's First Peoples when we come
together. Read: What are the Implications of Acknowledgment of Country?

Dear St Anthony’s Parishioners,
Our days of isolation have begun for many of us and with it a sense of
bewilderment in the light of what has happened so quickly to interrupt the
normal routine of our lives. As the TV shorts remind us ‘we are all in this
together’ so while we are coping with the changes in our own lives it is
important to be informed and be creative in ways that we continue to reach out
to one another.
As long as possible we will continue to print our weekly newsletter. This is
being mailed out to those who have no internet and copies are available
outside the Parish Office. For those with internet there are many links to
follow that offer suggestions for ways of praying, reflecting and nurturing our
faith life. The days ahead will put a strain on everyone so it is important for
each one of us to care of ourselves and keep healthy in the “wholeness’ of
who we are - physically, spiritually, mentally and socially.
There are many options for linking into mass celebrations and while many can
be accessed at any time I suggest that linking into the live stream means that
we can pray the mass in solidarity with all those who are praying the mass in
real time.
On our website there will be an ‘on line link’ with resources for those in
isolation.
One of the resources is free access to the Catholic Leader and other resources
provided by the Archdiocese of Brisbane.
You are able to follow us on Facebook even if you
don’t have an account, just click on the link. 
I am thankful to those who continue to support the parish financially while
understanding the financial stress that will be present for many. As the days
progress please let us know if there is any one in the parish who needs support
at this time.
Nandana, Noela and I pray that we and all our St Anthony’s community are
open to the creativity of the Holy Spirit in finding ways of being with people as
a much-needed Gospel presence of hope and love. Perhaps it's as simple as a
phone call and/or a chat to neighbours who are isolated- ‘love will find a way’.
We know that the church is not just a building but the people of God at prayer,
so let us continue to pray in our homes - let us be the heart of Christ for our
parish people, our nation and our world.
(Sr) Maria

Fifth Sunday of Lent
29th March
Please support Caritas Australia this Lenten season themed “Go Further
Together”.
Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with a disability. She lives in a village in
northern Malawi in a region plagued by food insecurity and poverty. For most of
her life, her parents have struggled to put meals on the table. Tawonga often had
to miss school because she was too sick from hunger. The family also faced
discrimination in their community due to her disability. Since participating in a
Caritas Australia supported program, Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her family
now grows enough food to provide three meals a day, ending the struggle of
malnutrition, and helping her thrive at school.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to so this
transformational program can continue to empower vulnerable
women, men and children, and strengthen the communities around
them.

Let’s Go Further, Together.

In this current time you can donate by
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
or phoning 1800 024 413. Those with boxes and envelopes can return when church re-opens.

St Anthony’s Community
What’s On?
Reconciliation by appointment
only

What’s Not On All Parish gatherings/events

The above events may change without notice. Please phone or email the office before coming to
arrange an appointment. Please follow us on Facebook or check our Website for any changes. Our
Weekly Newsletter will continue to be sent out each Friday, with hard copies available in the Parish
Office and also in front of office. If you cannot access our newsletter please let us know so we can
assist you. Please also contact the Parish Office is you are having difficulty accessing essential items.

Newsletter:
If you wish to receive the Newsletter via email or post please let us
know. The newsletter is currently being printed on Wednesday afternoon, so if
you have an anniversary or an item, please ensure it is received at the office by
midday Wednesday. Thanks

Coronavirus update:

As of this week we have been instructed to close the church. Our office is closed to visitors
unless prior appointment is made either by phone or email.
We regret that these protocols are in place, but the health and safety of our community is
paramount and ask that everyone understand.
Daily alerts & information from the Australian Health Department are available via following link –
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
Local information can be accessed from the Qld Health site https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19
Please refer to our Parish Newsletter for any changes or updates.

You are reminded NOT to leave home if you are unwell
or have been in contact with anyone who has
or may have COVID-19.

The following web sites provide
ready access
to view the celebration of Mass.
1. From Toowoomba Diocese
Sunday Masses led by Bishop McGuckin are available –
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/
2. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane
Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special
events in the life of the church from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Parishioners
may access live broadcasts at specific times or replays of a Mass on-demand.
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
3. From Archdiocese of Melbourne
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri) from St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne
and is then available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm
Mass.
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
4. From Archdiocese of Sydney
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is recorded and available
to view anytime on YouTube.
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
5.

PARISH WEEKLY PROGRAM
Date
Sunday
March 29th

Monday
March 30th
Tuesday
March 31st
Wednesday
April 1st
Thursday
April 2nd
Friday
April 3rd
Saturday
April 4th
Sunday
April 5th

Readings
Fifth Sunday of Lent
First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading Romans 8:8-11
Gospel John 11:1-45
Monday of the 5th Week of Lent
First Reading Daniel 13:41-62
Gospel John 8:1-11
Tuesday of the 5th Week of Lent
First Reading Numbers 21:4-9
Gospel John 8:21-30
Wednesday of the 5th Week of Lent
First Reading Daniel 3:14-20, 24-25, 28
Gospel John 8:31-42
Saint Francis of Paola
First Reading Genesis 17:3-9
Gospel John 8:51-59
Friday of the 5th Week of Lent
First Reading Jeremiah 20:10-13
Gospel John 10:31-42
Saint Isidore of Seville
First Reading Ezekiel 37:21-28
Gospel John 11:45-56

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7
Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel Matthew 26:14; 27:66

And when this is all over
We’ll knock on our friends’ doors
And go to every party
And say “I love you” more.
And when this is all over
Through bad, we will see the good
Because whenever we are together
We’ll appreciate it, as we should.
And when this is all over
And we are no longer in this pain
We’ll know to never take for granted
Those little things again.

Readings, Prayers & Homily for this Sunday – 5th Sunday of Lent
First Reading – A reading from the prophet Ezekiel (37:12-14)
God says this: I am going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to
the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am your God, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my
people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that
I, your God, have said and done this – it is your God who speaks. The word of God.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 129
Response – With God there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O God, hear my voice! O let your ear be attentive to the voice of my pleading.
2. If you, O God, should mark our guilt, who would survive! But with you is found forgiveness: for this we revere
you.
3. My soul is waiting for my God, on whose word I count. My soul is longing for my God more than watchers for
daybreak. (Let the watchers count on daybreak and Israel on their God.)
4. Because with God there is mercy and fullness of redemption, Israel indeed God will redeem from all its
iniquity.
Second Reading – A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans (8:8-11)
Those who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in
the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made a home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the
Spirit of Christ you would not belong to Christ. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you
then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in you, then the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through the Spirit
living in you. The word of God.
Gospel – a reading from the holy gospel according to John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45
The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, ‘The one you love is ill’. On receiving the message, Jesus
said, ‘This sickness will not end in death but in God’s glory, and through it the One Born of God will be glorified.’
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when Jesus heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was for
two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’
On arriving, Jesus found Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from
Jerusalem, and many people had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha
heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had
been here, Lazarus would not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, God will grant you.’
‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘ will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last
day.’ Jesus said:
‘I am the resurrection and the life,
If anyone believes in me, even though they die they will live,
and whoever live and believe in me they will never die.
Do you believe this?’
‘Yes,’ Martha said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the One Born of God, the one who was to come into this world.’
Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put Lazarus?’
They said ‘See how much Jesus loved Lazarus!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind
man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone
to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said ‘By now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’
Jesus replied ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
‘O God, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
I know that you always hear me.
But I speak for the sake of all these who stand around me,
So that they may believe it was you who sent me.’
Having said this, Jesus cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come our!’ The dead man came out, with feet and hands
bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’
Many of those who had come to visit Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed.
The gospel of the Lord.

Homily by Fr Nandana
Are We Waiting in Vain?...
The Gospel reading is about the death
and restoration to life of Lazarus. It is the
greatest of Jesus’ signs in the dawning of
the Kingdom of God. This Sunday’s
readings touch into the most profound of
mysteries - mysteries of life and death. It
has been reported that up to the middle of
this week 14,641 people have died from
Coronavirus over the past two months.
With this pandemic comes an
extraordinary outpouring of grief and fear.
This emerged in the wake of bushfires that
saw the death of some 1.25 billion animals
in Australia.
Death brings fear and tears then life becomes a metaphor for transformation and new beginning.
Martha is waiting eagerly for an answer:On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the son of
God will be glorified’.
Jesus then gives his reason for wanting to go south ‘Our friend Lazarus is asleep and I am going to wake him.’ Jesus
now approaches the home of Lazarus and his two sisters, Martha and Mary at Bethany, just outside Jerusalem. Mary,
the contemplative one, stays grieving in the house while Martha, the active one, comes out to greet Jesus. Martha said
‘If you had been her, my brother would not have died….’
We remember today the times when we were like Martha, waiting; but the healer is late, feeling that life was not worth
living, rejected, discouraged, in despair, overwhelmed by guilt.
We remember that there are many other Lazarus’ in the world seeming alive but really in a tomb… those who are
cynical, who have no energy or enthusiasm, those who have been rejected.
Like Martha who does not give up Hope:
‘… but remember I know that even whatever you ask of God he will grant you.’ At this very moment the whole world is
waiting…working very hard to save lives that are in danger. It takes time to restore life, because God does not cause
the death, but humans and their superior thinking. Sometimes they play with the precious life. They are trying to
replace themselves, ignoring the creator of life.
Hope for His People:
‘I am going to open your graves: I mean to raise you from your graves.’ (Ez 37:12) It is the fulfilment of the prophecy
from Ezekiel in the First Reading. This reading is part of the famous parable of the valley full of dead bones which are
brought to life, a parable about Israel, the chosen one who abandoned their God: dead in idolatry, being brought to life.
God promised to put his spirit in them and they would live. It took time.
Let us Pray with Faith and Hope:
For us already baptized, we can do well to reflect on how much we have continued to see that life growing in us. That is
the theme of St Paul in the Second Reading. Those who are in the Spirit will want to give their whole selves to the
higher instincts of truth, love, compassion, sharing and caring. When we are full of that Spirit then we have truly risen
with Christ for his life is truly active in us. We are both alive and life-giving.
Let our prayer today be:
Lord, Our God strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ,
the Resurrection and the life
may we learn from Martha’s example so
that the message of Easter may change our lives
and lead us to eternal life.
Nandana

Prayers of the Faithful
Celebrant:
Sisters and brothers, the raising of Lazarus from the dead pointed mysteriously toward Jesus’
own resurrection, and to the promise of God that we shall live forever.
1. We pray with gratitude to the leaders of our community for the strong stance they are taking in safeguarding our
community and for the call to everyone to be their best selves. Lord hear our prayer.
2. We pray in this time of the Coronavirus: for the recovery of those infected, for the safety of those caring for them,
and for those engaged in research. Lord hear our prayer.
3. We pray with compassion for those vulnerable to the coronavirus, for those who are highly anxious, and for those
who are now isolated from family and loved ones. Lord hear our prayer
.
4. We pray in solidarity with those facing a financial crisis: for those whose employment has ceased, for small business
which are now collapsing, for those seeking Centrelink support. Lord hear our prayer
5. We pray with hope for those in crisis: for disabled children and their families in Malawi finding support through
Project Compassion, for those still struggling after the bushfires, for farmers and communities still struggling
because of the drought. Lord hear our prayer.
6. We pray with unity in faith: for Christians persecuted for their faith in the Middle East, for those deprived of the
Eucharist, open to finding Christ in the Scriptures, charity and in the poor, and for those searching for a deeper
meaning to life. Lord hear our prayer.
7. We pray with trust in the mercy of God: for those who have died of the coronavirus. We remember all those who
have died recently;…. Our loved ones who anniversaries are at this time: Don Stephens, Kenn Irwin;
The deceased priests of the Diocese;…….. and all those who are sick. Lord hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Lord, you always hear the cry of your people, you stand close to all humanity in these anxious
times, and awaken in the hearts of your people the virtues of kindness, concern. May we know your loving
embrace. Through Christ our Lord.

(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

Always remember to keep your contact details up to date!
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal ©, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)
All rights reserved.

